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Can You Believe the Bible?

illiam Ramsay didn't set out to prove the Bible'saccuracy. In

fact, the young Oxford graduate and budding scholar set sail in

1879 from England for AsiaMinor convinced that, based on his
university studies, the New Testament—and the book of Actsin particular—
was largely ahoax. After dl, his professors had taught him that the Bible had
been written much later than it claimed to be, soits stories had been fabri-
cated long after the fact and weren't to be taken serioudly.

Thefocus of hiswork was ancient Roman culture. But the more he dug
intoit, literally and figuratively, the more he cameto see that the myriad of
tiny detailsin the book of Acts—place names, topography, officials titles,
administrative boundaries, customs and even specific structures—fit per-
fectly with newly discovered historical and archaeological finds. He was
gradually convinced that, to use his own words, “in various details the narra-
tive showed marveloustruth.”

Contrary to al hisearlier education, he was forced to conclude that Luke,
the author of Acts, was*“ahistorian of thefirst rank” and that “not merely are
his statements of fact trustworthy; heis possessed of the true historic sense

.. Thisauthor should be placed aong with the very greatest of historians.”

In an outstanding academic career Ramsay was honored with doctorates
from nine universities and eventually knighted for his contributions to mod-
ern scholarship. He shocked the academic world when in one of his books
he announced that, because of the incontrovertible evidence he had discov-
ered for the truthfulness of the Bible, he had become a Christian. Several of
hisworks on New Testament history are considered classics.

When confronted with the evidence of years of travel and study, Sir
William Ramsay |earned what many others before him and since have been
forced to acknowledge: When we objectively examine the evidence for the
Bible's accuracy and veracity, the only conclusion we can reach isthat the
Bibleistrue.

The evidence from archaeology is only one proof of Scripture's accuracy,
and that'sthe focus of this series of articles. We offer you asampling of the
evidencethat's avail able—documentation showing that details of the people,
places and events described in the Bible, many of them mentioned only in
passing, have been verified by archaeologists and historians. Many excellent
books have been published in recent yearsthat verify the dependability of
Scripture, and no doubt more will follow as new discoveries cometo light.

What are theimplications of thisfor you? All the evidence in the world
does us no good if we are not willing to believe the Bible enough to
put it to the ultimate test—that of doing what it tells usto do.

James, the half brother of Jesus, reminds us that mere belief is not
enough, because even the demons believe. Instead he tells us we must put
our beliefsinto action if we are to please God (James 2:19-26).

In The Good News we regularly offer articles such asthosein thisissue
to help build your faith. But be sure that you don’t neglect the articles that
show you how to put your faith and belief into action. God isinterested to
see how you respond to the truth He makes known to you. Ultimately that is
the far more important test.

—Scott Ashley
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How Archaeology
Contfirms the Biblical Record

by Mario Seiglie Lt

Scholars have
queued up to
ridicule the
biblical accounts
as mere myth.

A tug of war
continues between
scoffers and believers
in the inspiration
and accuracy of
the Bible.
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tell you that if these should

keep silent, the stones would

immediately cry out,” said

Jesus (Luke 19:40). He was

referring to what would hap-
pen if Hisdisciples did not bear testi-
mony of Him.

The original disciples aren’t around
to provide their eyewitness accounts
of Jesus Chrigt, but we do have the
inspired Word of God, which they,
along with many others, wrote.

Significantly enough, we also have
the testimony of stones that really can
bear witness to the veracity and inspi-
ration of God's Word. The physical
evidence unearthed by present-day
scientists can and does speak to us
through biblical archaeology.

Archae, which comes from the
Greek, means “ancient,” and ology,
which comes from the Greek logia,
means “science” Archaeology, then, is
the scientific study of ancient things.

Unearthing the origins
of archaeology

Englishman Flinders Petrie is gen-
erally considered the individua who
put archaeological methodology on a
scientific footing. He is credited with
transforming archaeology from atrea-
sure hunt into a disciplined search for
information about the past. It was not
until the 19th century that scientific
methods were rigorously applied to
excavations of historical sites.

A curious fact of history isthat the
person who indirectly contributed to
this process was not a scientist but the
French emperor and conqueror
Napoleon Bonaparte. During his con-
quests of Europe and the Middle East,
Napoleon arrived in Egypt in the late
1700s hoping to build the Suez Cana
and drastically reduce the navigation

|

time for the trade route from France to
India. In Egypt, before a battle in the
vicinity of the famous pyramids of
Gizeh, hetold his soldiers, “Forty cen-
turies are looking down upon you
from these pyramids.”

Hisinquisitive mind led him to
study the Egyptian culture and try to
decipher strange drawings he saw in
the ancient monuments. For that pur-
pose, he brought along 175 French
scholars and researchers, and together
they set up an ingtitute in Egypt to
study the writings and ancient relics
of the area.

The deciphering of the Egyptian
hieroglyphics (aword meaning
priestly or sacred writings) can be
attributed mostly to a young scientist
of that time, Jean Francois Champol-
lion. Accurate trandations were made
possible largely by the discovery in
1799 of alarge black basalt rock by
French soldiers at the town of Rosetta.
Later to be known as the Rosetta
Stone, it bore atrilingual inscription in
Old Egyptian hieroglyphic, demotic (a
later, smplified form of Egyptian
hieroglyphics) and Greek. With this
stone as a key, Champollion in 1822
could finally decipher the ancient
hieroglyphics.

The deciphering of the Egyptian
hieroglyphics brought the culture of
the Pharaohs to light, and the educated
classes of Europe gained insight into
this fascinating subject. Soon, many
amateur archaeol ogists were on their
way to fame and fortune, finding fabu-
lous monuments and other treasures.
Museums throughout Europe and
America vied with each other to house
these marvelous finds. The treasure-
laden tomb of Tutankhamen, discov-
ered in 1922, was one of the most
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spectacular. Many eerly archaeologists
would be honored for their efforts and

would become a part of history in their
own right.

Deciphering ancient writing
Elsawhere in the region, strange

writings on monuments and other

objects were waiting to be deciphered.

Photos courtesy Bettmann Archive

Jean Francois Champollion
deciphered Egyptian hieroglyph-
ics, which opened the door to
understanding the culture of
ancient Egypt.

Curious scratches, resembling
bird footprints, were found on
thousands of hardened clay
tablets. Initially, some scien-
tists thought they were deco-
rations rather than writing.
Since the marks had appar-
ently been made with a
wedgelike knife in soft clay,
the experts called them
cuneiform, or letterforms
made by cunei, Latin for
“wedges”

The credit for the deciphering of
cuneiform would go mostly to an agent
of the British government, Henry C.
Rawlinson, stationed in Persia. He
began a systematic study of cuneiform
writing found on the Behistun Rock
inscription, sometimes known as the
“Rosetta Stone of cuneiform.”

Thousands of years earlier, Darius the
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Grest, king of Persig, had on the face of
this 1,700-foot cliff overlooking avalley
engraved an account of his exploits. The
inscription appeared in three scripts:
Persian, Elamite and Babylonian in the
cuneiform style of writing.

Over aperiod of two years, Rawlin-
son traveled to the Site and made the
perilous climb, dangling from a rope
while painstakingly transcribing the
inscription. By 1847, he had deci-
phered cuneiform writing, opening
understanding of Babylonian culture
and history to the
world. For
his

L U

The Rosetta Stone, with its trilingual

inscription, was key to understanding
Egyptian hieroglyphics.

efforts, Rawlinson received a knight-

hood from Queen Victoriain 1855.

Digging up forgotten cities
Another young British subject,

Austen Henry Layard, drew inspiration

from such discoveries and the fame it
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had brought men like Champollion and
Rawlinson. Layard began digging in
Irag, home of the Assyrian and Baby-
lonian empires thousands of years
before. He unearthed grest cities
mentioned in the Bible, including the
ancient Assyrian capital, Nineveh, and
Caah. Many of hisfinds, including
enormous winged bulls and other
important Babylonian and Assyrian
artifacts, made their way to the British
Museum. He, too, was knighted by
Queen Victoria
Not to be outdone by the
French and British, German
archaeologists dso began their
quest for riches and fame. One
such explorer, Heinrich Schlie-
mann, began searching for the
legendary city of Troy,
described by the ancient
Greek poet Homer.
Believing Homer's sagas
to be pure imagination,
contemporaries
ridiculed Schlie-
mann'’s efforts, think-
ing himto beon a
fanciful search. But,
incredibly enough,
heeding the descrip-
tionsin Homer's
Iliad and those by
other Greek writers,
Schliemann began
to excavate. In
1871, he found the
remains of the
ancient city of Troy.
Following in the
footsteps of these dash-
ing adventurers came the
patient archaeol ogists who
would study and classify these
discoveriesin a systematic way, giv-
ing birth to the scientific methodology
of field archaeology.

The age of skepticism
Unfortunately, the zeal for fame and
treasure of many of these early archae-
ologists aso led to unfounded claims
of the discoveries of biblica sites.
Some of these claims, such as the sup-
posed discovery of King Solomon’'s
mines and David's tomb, were | ater

May 1996 25



proved fase. Seeds of doubt began to
be planted regarding the accuracy of
the biblical account.

The 20th century inherited the skep-
ticism of the preceding hundred years.
Charles Darwin and others, espousing
theories of evolution, had posited
explanations for the origin and devel-
opment of living creatures apart from
adivine Creator. Such notions encour-
aged a questioning of the historicity
of the Bible.

Also strong in Europe was the
thinking inspired by Karl Marx,
who in an economic, materialistic
interpretation of history, dis-
counted God and miracles.

Many scholarsridiculed the bib-
lical accounts as myth. The Bible
became fair game for higher crit-
icism; atugging match ensued
between believersin the inspirer
tion and accuracy of the Bible
and scoffers.

Biblica and theological
scholars of the day declared the
Bible was more recent in origin
than it claimed; some argued
the people of the Old
Testament did not even know
how to read and write. Some
scholars concluded that most of
the Old Testament was little
more than myth.

Authors Norman Geisler and

Paul Feinberg observe: “Perhaps

the best example of those who

hold the ‘reason over revelation’

view are known as ‘liberals’ or ‘higher
critics” Roughly speaking, this refers
to a theological movement that sprung
from the seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century European thought. It was
influenced by Spinoza, Kant, and
Hegel, who concluded by human rea-
son that parts or al of the Bible are
not a revelation from God. Other
higher critics have included men such
as Jean Astruc (1684-1766) and Julius
Wellhausen (1844-1918).

“In contrast to the historic, orthodox
view that the Bible is the Word of God,
liberals believe that the Bible merely
contains the Word of God. When they
apply the canons of human reason or

26 The Good News
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modern scholarship to the Bible they
feel that some parts of it are ‘ contradic-
tory, and others are smply myths or
fables. Some Old Testament stories are
rejected by these critics because the
events seemed to be ‘immord’”
(Introduction to Philosophy, a
Christian Perspective, 1980, p. 261).
Rejecting the divine inspiration of
the Bible, archaeologists from libera
biblical institutes allowed

Sir Henry C. Rawlinson deciphered
cuneiform, the style of writing used in
the ancient Babylonian empire.
themselves to be influenced by the age
of skepticism in theology. Consciously
or unconsciously, they became biased
against the biblical account.

Skeptical of fall of Jericho

An example of such bias surfaced
recently in the matter of dating the fall
of Jericho. According to the biblical
record, Jericho was destroyed by the
Isradlites under Joshua when they
began their conquest of the promised
land. However, excavations of the site
of Jericho led some—most notably,
renowned British archaeol ogist

Kathleen Kenyon—to reject the bibli-
ca version.

In Biblical Archaeology Review,
archaeologist Bryant Wood explains
the earlier antibiblical view: “The
archaeological evidence conflicted
with the Biblical account—indeed,
disproved it. Based on [archaeologist
Kathleen] Kenyon's conclusions,
Jericho has become the parade example
of the difficulties encountered in
atempting to correlate the findings of

archaeology with the Biblical
account of amilitary conquest
of Canaan. Scholars by and
large have written off the
Biblical record as so much
folklore and religious rhetoric.
And thisis where the matter
has stood for the past 25 years’
(Bryant Wood, Biblical
Archaeology Review, March-
April, 1990, p. 49).

Evidence reexamined
Yet areevaluation of Ken-
yon's work showed that her
conclusions challenging biblical
chronology were suspect, while
the biblical account gained the
strongest supporting evidence.
Wood observes that Kenyon's
“thoroughgoing excavation
methods and detailed reporting
of her findings, however, did not
carry over into her analytical
work. When the evidence is criti-
caly examined thereis no basis
for her contention that City 1V
[the level of the city that was thought
to correspond to Joshua's time] was
destroyed . . . in the mid-16th century
B.C.E. [before the Christian era]”
(ibid., p. 57).

Time magazine added the following:
“Over the past three decades, the con-
sensus has gone against the biblical
version [of the fall of Jericho]. The late
British archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon
established in the 1950s that while the
ancient city was indeed destroyed, it
happened around 1550 B.C., some 150
years before Joshua could have shown
up. But archaeologist Bryant Wood . . .
claims that Kenyon was wrong. Based
on are-evauation of her research,

Photo courtesy Bettmann Archive
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Wood says that the city’s walls could
have come tumbling down &t just the
right time to match the biblical account
... SaysWood: ‘It looks to me as
though the biblical stories are correct’
(Time, March 5, 1990, p. 43).

And so, the lively debate regarding
the Bible's accuracy continues between
conservative and liberal archaeologists.

Discoveries verify biblical accounts
Asthe 20th century has progressed,
several archaeologica finds verifying

the biblical record have cometo light.
In the early 1900s, German excavators
under Robert Koldewey mapped the
ancient capital of Babylon and found
that it closely corresponded to the bib-

Continued on page 41

TWO JIGSAW PUZZLES, TWO PURPOSES

at can we say about the relationship between

Whe Bible and archaeology? An illustration can
help. Let us imagine two jigsaw puzzles. The

first is the Bible, put together under the inspiration of
God Himself. The pieces fit together perfectly. As God's
Word says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17, emphasis added).

This first puzzle's primary purpose is to reveal not
science and history per se but the record of God's deal-
ings with humankind. Much of this revelation is knowl-
edge that cannot be examined under a microscope or
perceived through our senses. It is knowledge revealed
by God.

Throughout the Bible, a common theme is God's par-
ticipation in human history. Whether it be the creation
account, His dealings with Israel or the early New
Testament Church, God is central.

Much of this information is not the kind that archae-
ology can discover through the study of ancient remains.
Yet God's inspired account of His interaction with living,
breathing people is inserted into writings about the
physical surroundings of those people. Such information
is genuine and true, since God “cannot lie” (Titus 1:2).

Limits of archaeology

The physical evidence can be likened to a second
jigsaw puzzle, one based on scientific evidence and
that is valuable to our faith by its ability to confirm
the veracity of the biblical accounts.

The second jigsaw puzzle concerns how archaeology
and related disciplines can reveal physical evidence con-
cerning biblical history. The picture presented is partial;
not all archaeological evidence has survived. Conclusions
derived from archaeological discoveries are necessarily
uncertain. Like a puzzle, pieces can be initially misplaced.
As new discoveries are made or better interpretations
are offered, the position of some pieces can shift. Many
pieces are faded and worn, making placement difficult.

Dating of biblical sites is based primarily on surviving
pottery, with its distinctive styles associated with specific
historical periods. What remains is an incomplete pic-
ture of the past. As archaeologist Paul W. Lapp com-

mented, “Palestinian archaeology may be past infancy
but has hardly gotten beyond childhood.” Archaeology
is a developing and imperfect science.

Some archaeologists estimate that only one thou-
sandth of the original artifacts have survived. Some
5,000 sites are known to scientists in Palestine, and only
about 350 have been excavated. Of these, fewer than
2 percent have been extensively excavated. All conclu-
sions, then, are based on small amounts of evidence.

Significant portions of the Bible now corroborated

How should the relative scarcity of evidence affect
our Christian beliefs? Our faith should not be based on
possession of all the material and historical evidence.
Definitive analysis is not a prerequisite for determining
whether or not the Bible is historically accurate and true.

In spite of the relatively small amount of material
that has been excavated and analyzed, considerable
evidence confirming the biblical account is available.
More is being uncovered all the time. Significant por-
tions of the Old Testament historical record have now
been corroborated by archaeology.

Bryant Wood notes the consensus of archaeologists
on the following point: “The purpose of Biblical archae-
ology is to enhance our comprehension of the Bible,
and so its greatest achievement, in my view, has been
the extraordinary illumination of the . . . time of the
Israelite monarchy” (Biblical Archaeology Review, May-
June, 1995, p. 33).

From c. 1000 B.C. through the New Testament
period, the archaeological evidence is strong. Before
that time, it is sparse. This is quite natural, considering
the circumstances. As Wood explains: “Exploring that
pre-history [before 1000 B.C.] is challenging: It requires
tracing the archaeological record of a pastoral commu-
nity, rather than an agrarian-based political entity that
built cities and made contacts with surrounding
nations” (ibid., p. 35).

We will never possess all the physical evidence.

Most has been destroyed by time and wear. We cannot
reproduce miracles, nor can God's presence be exam-
ined and confirmed in a laboratory. Faith will always be
based primarily on spiritual discernment and trust in
God’'s Word. Gn

—Mario Seiglie
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Continued from page 27

lical description. Egyptian history and
culture generally matched the biblical
accounts.

The archaeologist’s spade has
uncovered evidence of other ancient
peoples mentioned in Scripture. One
such example is the Hittite kingdom,
mentioned only in the Bible, which
had been dismissed by many critics
as mythological. As Gleason Archer
mentions: “The references [in the
Bible] to the Hittites were treated
with incredulity and condemned as
mere fiction on the part of late
authors of the Torah” (A Survey of
Old Testament Introduction, 1974, p.
165). Yet, excavations in Syriaand
Turkey revealed many Hittite monu-
ments and documents. These discov-
eries proved the Hittites to have been
amighty nation, with an empire
extending from Asia Minor to parts
of Israel.

Also important was the discovery of
the Dead Sea Scrolls, written in ancient
Hebrew script. The scrolls were found
in caves near the Dead Seain 1947.
Some of them are books of the Old
Testament written more than 100 years
before Christ’stime. Nevertheless,
questions raised by earlier critics about
the Bible's authenticity have shaken the
faith of many.

Added dimension in understanding

The International Sandard Bible
Encyclopedia explains: “ There were
nineteenth-century scholars who were
convinced that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and perhaps even Moses were simply
imaginary creations of later Israelite
authors. But archaeology has put these
personsin area world. Asaresult, a
scholar such as John] Bright, after
devoting thirty-six pages to the subject,
can write, ‘the Bible's picture of the
patriarchs is deeply rooted in history’
.. . Archaeology supplies means for
understanding many of the biblical
situationg];] it adds the dimension of
reality to pictures that otherwise would
be strange and somewhat unreal, and
therefore it provides an element of
credibility. While the person of faith
does not ask for proof, he does want to
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feel that his faith is reasonable and not
mere fantasy. Archaeology, by supply-
ing him with material remains from
biblical times and places, and by inter-
preting these data, provides a context
of redlity for the biblical story and rea-
sonability for biblical faith” (1979,
Vol. 1, p. 244).

Archaeological discoveriesin Egypt
and Iraq have been valuable in con-
firming the biblical account. However,
much evidence still remains beneath

An atheist who
set out to refute
the Bible found
himself accepting
the Bible as God's
Word because of
his archaeological
discoveries.

the surface. Much of the territory of
the biblical kingdoms of Israel and
Judah remains to be archaeologically
explored.

Not until the end of World Wer I,
when some of this area came under
British control, did prolonged scientific
surveys and excavations begin.

After the Balfour Declaration in
1917, Jews began to arrive in Pales-
ting; the British, Americans and others
were joined in digs by Jews in their
ancestral homelands. Today there are
some 300 sizable excavations under-
way in Isragl, an extraordinary number
for a country only 200 miles long and
60 miles wide.

Archaeology makes a believer
The abundance of archaeological
evidence in support of the Bible can
strengthen faith, and in some cases it
has greatly contributed to giving birth
to belief where none existed before.

An example of physical evidence
building one'sfaith is the life of
Englishman William M. Ramsay
(1851-1939). Born in the lap of lux-
ury, Ramsay was dutifully raised as a
nonbeliever by his atheist parents. He
graduated from Oxford University
with a doctorate in philosophy and
became a professor at the University
of Aberdeen.

Determined to undermine the histor-
ical accuracy of the Bible, he studied
archaeology with the aim of disprov-
ing the biblical account. Once ready
with the necessary scientific tools and
learning, he traveled to Palestine and
focused on the book of Acts, which he
fully expected to refute as nothing
more than myth.

After a quarter-century of work,
Ramsay was awestruck by the accu-
racy of the book of Acts. In his quest
to refute the Bible, Ramsay discov-
ered many facts which confirmed its
accuracy.

He had to concede that Luke's
account of the events and setting
recorded in the narrative were exact
even in the smallest detail. Far from
attacking the biblical account, Ramsay
produced a book, S. Paul, the Travel-
ler and Roman Citizen, which sup-
ported it.

Eventually, William Ramsay shook
the intellectual world by writing that he
had converted to Christianity. Ironi-
cally, this man who set out to refute
the Bible, found himself accepting the
Bible as God's Word because of his
explorations and discoveries. For his
contribution to biblical knowledge with
his many books, he was knighted also.

The study of archaeology can help
fortify faith. It alows usto take a fasci-
nating journey back in time to study
the stones and artifacts that bear mute
but compelling witness to the truth of
Scripture.

What else has been found? Future
articlesin The Good News will
describe discoveries that parallel and
illuminate the biblical account. Gn
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by Mario Seiglie
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Archaeology
What Does the Record Show?

century ago Charles Darwin
advanced an dternative to the
biblical account of cregtion.
About the sametime, Karl Marx made use of the
theory of materiaism, which stated that matter
has dways existed and doesn't need a Crestor.
Thisprovided hisfollowerswith an dternative to
belief in God. Thenliterary criticism focused its
sghtson the Bible and dowly began to attempt to
tear it to pieces. Literary criticsclamed that the

Archaeologists excavating the site of ancient Sumer
have unearthed fascinating artifacts that depict some
of the events described in the book of Genesis.
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Bibleisfilled with mythsand is of much more
recent origin than the Bibleitsalf clamsto be.
Asone scholar explains, man began to think of
himsdlf, rather than God, asthe center of the uni-
verse. “Theideaof evolution had captured the
thinking of that day, and wasthought to furnish
the best key to the understanding of history as
well asof nature. Religion was discussed from
the standpoint of
its subjective bene-
fitsto man. All
possihility of spe-
cid revelation
from apersond
Godwasdis
counted, and the
religious side of
man wasto be
explained by a
natural process. ..
They concluded
that |srael’sreli-

-
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archaeological discoveries. Archaeology beganin
the 19th century but cameto full forceinthe 20th.
Criticsof the historical accuracy of the Bible were
confronted with physica evidence atesting to the
truthfulness of certain accounts.

Asauthor John Elder comments, the study of
archaeol ogy had much to do with tipping the
scaes, in many people sminds, back in the favor
of biblica credibility. “Little by little, onecity
after another, onecivilization after another, one
culture after another, whose memorieswere
enghrined only in the Bible, were restored to their
proper placesin ancient history by the studies of
the archaeologists. . . Nowhere has archaeol ogical
discovery refuted the Bible ashistory” (Prophets,
Idolsand Diggers, 1960, p. 16).

Inthisarticlewetake alook at someof the
astounding discoveries of thelast two centuries
and show how physica evidence confirms aspects
of thebiblica record.

When Luke wrote the Gospel that bearshis
name, he carefully laid out the evidencein favor
of the historicity of Jesus Christ and Hismiracles,
including Hisresurrection. Hewanted his account

This seal, with its impression at right, is known as the Temptation Seal. Discov-
ered at the site of ancient Sumer, it depicts a serpent, woman, tree and man—all
important elements in the account from Genesis of the temptation.

gion must have developed along Smilar lines’
(A. Noorditzy, Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 98-99, pp.
388-390, 1940-41).

When the 20th century dawned, thetide of crit-
icism eroded belief intheliterd truth of the bibli-
ca accounts. Then came aseries of remarkable

to meet the scrutiny of doubters. Lukesaid he
intended to write* an orderly account” (Luke 1:1-
4) o hisreaders could “know the certainty of
those thingsin which you were instructed”
(emphasis added throughot).

L uke then proceeded to augment his account

Photos courtesy British Museum




with historical references mentioning, for
example, the contemporaneous rulers of
Judah and the emperor of the Roman
Empire (Luke 1.5; 2:1).

Because of the number of discoveries,
we cannot examinedl of the evidence
here. We will discuss, however, some of
the principd findsthat corroborate parts
of the biblical record of Genesis.

The Temptation Seal

Sedls made use of some of
the most ancient forms of writ-
ing. They were used to certify
documents, to show authority
and, on occasion, as amulets.
The earliest sealswere made
of clay impressed with
markings or writing, and
some of them became
hardened with time or
were baked when fires
swept through acity.
Since they are made of
clay, they have survived
much longer than records
written on papyrus or parch-
ment.

Archaeologigts dating of some
sedls has found them to be more than
5,000 yearsold. They are among thefew
surviving materidsthat providefirm evi-
dence of peopl€ sbeliefsat the dawn of
civilization. Seals have been uncovered
thet confirm several biblical accounts,
including somein Geness.

Thefirst chapters of the book of Gene-
siscover the creation of humans and the
temptation that induced Adam to sin.
God had given Adam certain lawsto
keep and explained the consequences of
disobedience. “And the Lorb God com-
manded the man, saying, ‘ Of every tree
of the garden you may freely eat, but of
thetree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not egt, for in the day that
you egt of it you shall surely die’ ” (Gen-
€sis2:16-17).

Genesisdepictsthe tempter, Satan,
influencing Eve and in turn her husband,
Adam, to disobey their Creator. God hed
told Adam and Evethey would dieif they
ate of thetree. But the serpent said to Eve,
“Youwill not surely die” So Eve partook,
found the fruit pleasant, then offered it to

her husband, “and he ate” (Genesis 3:1-6).
Isthisaccount only amyth? Many crit-
icsthought so. Yet archaeology has
unearthed, not in biblical Isradl, but in the
Steof themost ancient civilization
known, Sumer, asedl depicting thisvery
sequence of events described in the book
of Genesis. Thisfind, known asthe Temp-
tation Sedl, isin the British Museum. It

This clay tablet,

inscribed in cuneiform, was recovered
from the ancient city of Nineveh. It
describes a flood that devastated the
entire world—an account remarkably
similar to the flood of Noah’s time
described in the book of Genesis.

datesto the third millennium before
Christ, some 5,000 years ago. This artifact
shows aman and awoman viewing atree,
and behind the woman isa serpent. The
man and woman are both reaching for
fruit of thetree.

The Genesis account of thetemptetion
was believed to be afabrication by Jewish
writers, yet thisgraphic portrayd of events
described in Genesis existed thousands of
yearsbefore critics believe the book of
Genesswaswritten. Thisartifact, one of
the earliest surviving records, demonstrates
that humansknew the essentias of the

temptation incident, and not only from the
biblical account writtenin Genesis.

The Adam and Eve seal

Another Sumerian sedl, dated ca. 3500
B.C. and now housed in the museum of the
University of Pennsylvania, shows events
that took place after the man and woman
ate theforbidden fruit. Thissedl depictsthe
naked figuresof amae and afemale,

bowed in humiliation, being driven

out, followed by aserpent. Thissed
aso describesthe story of the expul-
sion fromthe Garden of Eden: “. ..
Thereforethe Lorp God sent him
[Adam] out of the garden of Edentotill
the ground from which he was taken”
(Genesis3:23).

Itisdifficult to explain what thethree
figures, engraved on ased dating from
the beginnings of human antiquity, are
doing if theartifact is not another depic-
tion of the Genesis account.

The flood epics
“And thewaters prevailed exceed-
ingly onthe earth, and al the high hills
under the whole heaven were covered
...And dl flesh died that moved on the
eath” (Genesis7:19, 21).
One of the most questioned accounts
of the Bibleisthe flood of Noah'stime.
A century ago liberd critics consdered it
oneof themost fanciful biblical myths. Yet
more than acentury of archaeologica dig-
ging hasreveded accounts of theflood in
theearliest of civilizations.

Oneof the most astounding findsisthe
Gilgamesh Epic, recorded on clay tablets
that weretrandated in 1872 by George
Smith of the British Museum. Thetablets
narrate the flood account from the per-
spective of the ancient Babylonians. A
similar account was found on Sumerian
tablets, which are the earliest writingsyet
discovered.

Which oneisthe more authentic
account of theflood? That iseesily
answered. Professor Gleason Archer notes
that the differencesin the Gilgamesh and
Genesisnarratives are too great to alow
one to have been borrowed from the other.
“The stark contrast between the passion-
driven, quarrelsome, greedy gods of the
Babylonian pantheon and the majestic
holiness of Jehovah ismost striking and




significant,” hewrites. “ Likewise the utter
implausihbility of acube-shaped ark and
aninundation of theentireworld by a
mere fourteen-day downpour [of the Gil-
gamesh Epic] stand in opposition to the
seaworthy dimensonsand the gradual
sinking of thewatersinthe Biblica
record” (A Qurvey of Old Testament Intro-
duction, 1974, p. 211).

Clearly, the Gilgamesh Epic showsevi-
dence of corruption.

Theseancient tablets are by no means
the only externa corroboration of the bib-
lica flood narrative. An enterprising histo-
rian, Aaron Smith, issaid to have patiently
talied dl theflood storieshe could find.
He came across 80,000 worksin 72 lan-
guages about the deluge (Werner Keller,

Excavations in Iraq at the beginning of this century revealed
that an enormous tower had existed in Babylon at one time.

among theAlgonquins?. . . All of these
agreethat al mankind was destroyed by
agreat flood (usually represented as
worldwide) asaresult of divine displea
sure a human sin, and that asingle man
with hisfamily or avery few friends sur-
vived the catastrophe by means of aship
or raft or large canoe of some sort”
(Archer, p. 209).
The Tower of Babel

“Then they said to one ancther,
‘Come, let us make bricks and bakethem
thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and
they had asphalt for mortar. And they said,

famous metropolis of the ancient world,
theroya seat of Nebuchadnezzar, was
brought to light, and at the sametime, one
of the Seven Wonders of theWorld, the
‘Hanging Gardens . . . and  E-temen-an-
ki, thelegendary Tower of Babd . ..
“The bricklaying technique described
in the Bible at the building of the Tower
of Babel corresponds with the findings of
the archaeol ogists. Asthe investigations
confirmed, actualy only asphalted bricks
were used in the congtruction, especialy
in the foundation. That was clearly neces-
sary for the security of the structurein
accordance with

building regulations
... Foundationsand
stonework were
therefore made
waterproof and
damp-proof with
‘dime, i.e, agphdlt
... Seven stages,
‘seven squares;
rose one abovethe

| other. A littletablet
belonging to an
architect whichwas
found inthetemple
expresdy mentions
that length, breadth

This enormous mound, the remnant of a ziggurat similar to the destroyed Tower of Babel, was erected at Ur
in 2300 B.C. Close to this court archaeologists excavated a complete record of the building of the tower.

and height were
equd . . . Thelength of
theSdesat thebaseis

TheBibleasHigtory, 1980, p. 38).

Certainly if Noah'sflood werejust a
locd event affecting peoplein alimited
geographic region, itsimpact would not
have been etched indelibly into the minds
of so many far-flung peoples.

One higtorian notes: “ The Sumerians,
Babylonians and Assyrians of Mesopota:
miamight well be expected to cherisha
Smilar tradition to that of the Hebrews,
sincethey lived so closeto the presumed
segt of antediluvian civilization . . . But
what shall we say of thelegend of Manu
preserved among the Hindus. . . or of
Fah-heamong the Chinese. . . or of Nu-u
among the Hawaiians; or of Tezpi anong
the Mexican Indians; or of Manabozho

U By
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‘Come, let usbuild oursdves acity, and a
tower whosetopisintheheavens. . .”
(Genesis11:3-4).

Many of us have heard about the Tower
of Babdl, but few know of the solid evi-
dence behind the Bible account.

Excavationsin Iraq at the beginning of
this century revealed that an enormous
tower had existed in Babylon at onetime.
Werner Keller writes: “In 1899 the Ger-
man Oriental Society equipped alarge
expedition under the direction of Profes-
sor Robert Koldewey, the architect, to
examinethe famous ruined mound of
‘Babil’ onthe Euphrates. The excava
tions, asit turned out, took longer than
anywhere e se. In eighteen yearsthe most

given as being rather more than 290 feet.
The archaeol ogists measured it as 295
feet. According to that the tower must
have been amost 300 feet high” (The
Bible AsHistory, 1980 edition, pp. 302,
317-318).

Thismeansthetower roseto the height
of a20-gtory building.

Further research hasrevedled thet the
origina tower was destroyed, and on the
samesteasmilar tower waslater built at
thetime of Nebuchadnezzar.

D.J. Wiseman, professor of Assyriol-
ogy, explains: “The tower was severely
damaged in the war of 652-648 B.C. but
restored again by Nebuchadrezzar 1
(605-562 B.C.). It wasthis building, part

Photos courtesy Bettmann Archive
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of which was recovered by Koldewey in
1899, which was described by
Herodotuson hisvistc. 460B.C. . ..
The base stage [of the later tower] mea-
sured 90 by 90 m[eters] and was 33
m[eters| high. .. The ziggurat [asacred
tower] at Babylon was demolished by
Xerxesin 472 B.C., and though Alexan-
der cleared therubble prior to its restora

Sacred towerswere commonin
Mesopotamia So far, theruinsof 35 such
gructures have been found. Thefirst was
theoneat Babdl.

From thisbrief survey, we can seethe
light that archaeology has shed on ques-
tions about the veracity of the biblical
record. Although doubterswill dways

guestion the truthfulness of God'sWord,

1110 ! |_|_.l_[ I:_.;_:.::-i_-;_-_.

In 1899 the German Oriental Society equipped a large expedition to examine the
famous ruined mound of “Babil” on the Euphrates. They brought to light the
legendary Tower of Babel. This artist’s rendition is from a copper engraving.

tion this was thwarted by hisdeath. The
bricks were subsequently removed by
thelocal inhabitants, and today the site
of Etemenanki isapit asdeep asthe
origind construction was high” (New
Bible Dictionary, 1982, p. 111).

fewer and fewer now doubt its historica
Statements.

Many other exciting archaeol ogica
finds have helped confirm and shed light
on the book of Genesis, and these will be
examinedin afuturearticle. Gv
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Archaeology
What Does the Record Show?

by Mario Seiglie

Although
doubters will
always scoff at
the truth of
God’s Word,
fewer and fewer
now doubt the
Bible’s historical
basis.
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n the September-October issue,
The Good News examined severa

archaeological findsthat illumi-
nate portions of the book of Genesis. Inthis
issue we continue our exploration of discoveries
that verify the accuracy of other aspects of the
Genesis account, beginning with the biblical
patriarch Abraham.

Abraham and the city of Ur

“And Terah took his son Abram and his
grandson Lat, . . . and they went out with them
from Ur of the Chaldeansto go to the land of
Canaan” (Genesis 11:31).

A century ago, German liberd critic Theodor
N0l deke questioned the historical existence of

Demonstrating Egypt’s agricultural productivity, this carved relief from an Egyptian tomb depicts a row
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and Genesis:

Abraham and of “Ur of the Chaldeans” He, dong
with others, regarded the Genesis account of Abra
ham and his descendants asfictiond. Yet thiscen-
tury has brought to light an enormous amount of
evidenceto back thebiblical record of Abraham.
In 1922 L eonard Woolley thoroughly exca
vated the city of Ur in southern Irag and found
it had been athriving metropolis around 2000
B.C., precisgly the time of Abraham. Based on
hisfindings, Woolley even drew amap of the
city that showed its orderly boulevards and made
up blueprints of spacious dwellingswith indoor
baths. Classrooms were excavated that yielded
schoolchildren’s tablets with lessons on gram-
mar and arithmetic sill visible. In addition, vari-
ations on the name Abraham were found that

o PR

of granaries in the center, with workers harvesting fruit, above, and baskets of grapes. When nearby
areas suffered drought and famine, abundant food supplies drew the ancient Israelites to settle in Egypt.

Photos courtesy Oriental Institute of Chicago
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These panels from a wall painting discovered in an Egyptian
tomb at Beni-Hasan depict foreigners entering Egypt. Many of
the ancient Israelites’ animals, tools, utensils and weapons

described in the Bible are shown in the paintings, including don-
keys, goats, harps, spears, bows and arrows. This painting, almost
4,000 years old, depicts life in the time of the biblical patriarchs.

dated to acentury or two after his degth.

The International Sandard Encyclope-
dia, regecting Noldeke stheory that Abra
ham was amythical figure, concludes:
“From the archaeologica evidenceitis
apparent that Abraham was the product
of an advanced culture, and wastypica of
the upper-class patriarch of hisday: His
actionsare set against awell-authenticated
background of non-biblical materia, mak-
ing him atrue son of hisagewho borethe
same name and traversed the same genera
territory, aswell asliving in the same
towns, as his contemporaries. Heisin
every senseagenuine Middle BronzeAge
person, and not aretrojection of later
|sradlite historical thought, asused to be
imagined...” (Vol. 1, 1979, p. 17).

“Now therewas afaminein theland,
and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell
there, for the faminewas severein the
land” (Genesis 12:10). “ So they took their
livestock and their goods, which they had
acquired in the land of Canaan, and went
to Egypt, Jacob and dl his descendants
with him” (Genesis 46:6).

What did thebiblicd patriarchsand their
familieslook like? The Bible spesks of the
wedth of Abrahamin cattle and sheep
(Genesis12:16). Later it talksabout the
brothers envy over the multicolored coat
that Jacob gaveto Joseph (Genesis 37:3).

It tells about the sheep and goatsthat Jacob
cleverly bred to avoid their being confis-
cated by hisfather-inHlaw (Genesis 30:33-
43). Mentioned aremusicd ingtruments
such asthe harp (Genesis 31:27) and
wegpons such asthe bow and arrow used
for protection (Geness27:3). Wered| these
only fabrications and the product of fables?

At theturn of our century, severd roya
tombs were excavated 150 miles south of
Cairo. There on one of thewallsis abeau-
tiful painting, later dated ca. 1900 B.C., of
Semites entering Egypt to sall their wares.
Men, women and children are pictured,
somewith multicolored clothing. They
have harps, bows and arrows and spears.
Accompanying them are goats and don-
keysfor food and conveyance. This paint-
ing shows people of the samelineage as
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob wearing the
clothing, caring for the sametype of ani-
malsand using implements as described
inthe Biblerecord. It isan impressivefind
that backsthe biblical description of that
time, evenin minute detail.

Laban's teraphim

Some have puzzled over the biblical
story of Rachel’s desperate attempt to
hide her father’s household gods, even
risking her lifeto carry them with her. We
read in Genesis 31:

“Then Jacob rose and set his sonsand
hiswives on camels. . . Now Laban had
goneto shear hissheep, and Rachel had
stolen the household idols that were her
father's. .. And Laban wastold onthe
third day that Jacob had fled. Then he
took his brethren with him and pursued
him for seven days' journey, and he over-
took him inthe mountainsof Gilead . . .

“And Laban said to Jacob: ‘What have
you done, thet you have stolen avay un-
knownto me, and carried avay my daugh-
ters. . .?And now you have surely gone
becauseyou greetly long for your father's
house, but why did you stedl my gods?

“Then Jacob answered and said to
Laban, ‘Because | wasafraid, for | said,
“Perhaps you would take your daughters
from me by force” With whomever you
find your gods, do not et him live. Inthe
presence of our brethren, identify what
| have of yours and takeit with you!

“For Jacob did not know that Rachel
had stolenthem . . . Now Rachel had
taken the household idols, put themin
the camel’s saddle, and sat on them. And
Laban searched all about the tent but did
not find them. And she said to her father,
‘Letit not displease my lord that | cannot
rise before you, for the manner of women
iswithme” (verses 17-35).

Why werethese “ household gods’ so
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important? Archaeologica evidence
revealsthe answer. Many of these
domestic idols, called teraphim, have
been found inthe Middle East. Inthe
1920s more than 20,000 tablets, now
cdled the Nuzi tablets, were discovered
in northern Irag. They include much
information on law, commercia transac-
tionsand religion that has shed light on
the customs of Abraham’stime.

Thetergphim are mentioned as house
hold godsthat were used to determine the
inheritance and titles of the sons of afam-
ily. Although scholars dispute how much
the patriarchs were influenced by such
practices, thebiblica account fitsthispic-
turewell. Clearly, Rachel wasworried
about leaving theseidols behind. Laban
certainly thought they were of great
importance and travel ed with his other
sonsfor severd daysto recover them.
These actionson their part make sense
if theteraphim were used to help his other
sons confirm their rights of inheritance.

Theseidolswere aso used to bring
good luck and even for calling upon other
gods. After another encounter with the
true God, when Jacob found that Rachel
hed stolen theidols, he had her get rid of
them. “And Jacob said to his household
andto al who werewith him, * Put away
theforeign godsthat areamongyou .. "
(Genesis 35:2).

Again, the biblica account fitswith
archaeological evidence of the customs
of the people of that time.

Joseph in Egypt

“Now Joseph had been taken down
to Egypt” (Genesis 39:1).

Perhaps one can acknowl edge that
these findingsfit Abraham and his descen-
dantsin Mesopotamiaand Canaan, but do
they confirm the abundant archaeol ogical
evidence of Egyptian life and culture?

TheBibletdlsof ayoung Jossphwho
wassold into davery and taken to Egypt
asayoung man. If thisaccount isnothing
morethan myth, surely the biblica story
could eeslly berefuted, Snce much moreis
known of Egyptian history and culture
than of any other civilization of theMiddle
Eadt of thet time. The Egyptians|eft monu-
ment after monument, their tombswith
walsfull of picturesand writingsof their
daily lives. They inscribed in tonemuch
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of their higtory. If the biblical dory isfadse,
it should not be difficult to exposeit asa
fraud, Snce detailsin the account would
surely be discovered to be out of place.

Yet the biblica account fits. In Egypt
Joseph ended up asadavein animpor-
tant officid’shome. Potiphar’ swifetried
to seduce Joseph. When he fled from her,
hewasfasaly accused by her and thrown
into prison. These dlementsall reflect
Egyptian customs asdescribed inthe
monuments—the abundance of Semitic
davesand stories of frivolous Egyptian
wives. Saysone encyclopedia “ Egyptian
sourcesindicate that both in literature and
in daily life some other Egyptian women
were no better than Potiphar’swife’ (The
International Standard Bible Encyclope-
dia, Val. 2, p. 1128).

When God intervened and Joseph inter-
preted Pharaoh’s dream (literature of thet
timeindicatesthet interpreting dreamswas
acommon prectice), he was placed as sec-
ond in commeand under Pharaoh.

The Egyptian ruler complimented
him: “Inasmuch as God has shown you
al this, thereisno oneasdiscerning and
wise asyou. You shdl be over my house,
and dl my people shal be ruled accord-
ing to your word; only in regard to the
throne will | be greater than you. And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘ See, | have set
you over al theland of Egypt.’ Then
Pharaoh took his signet ring off hishand
and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he
clothed him in garments of fine linen and
put agold chain around his neck. And he
had him ridein the second chariot which
he had; and they cried out before him,
‘Bow theknee!” So he set him over all
theland of Egypt” (Genesis41:39-43).

Inone of thewalsinaroya Egyptian
tomb isabeautiful engraving of the
investiture ceremony for anew prime
minister. The officid is clothed inawhite
linen gown and wearsagold chain
around his neck. AsWerner Keller main-
tains. “ Joseph's elevation to be viceroy of
Egypt isreproduced in the Bible exactly
according to protocol. Heisinvested
with theinsigniaof hishigh office, he
receivesthering, Pharaoh’'s sedl, acostly
linen vestment, and agolden chain. This
isexactly how Egyptian artists depict this
solemn ceremony on muralsand reliefs.

g

Asviceroy, Josephridesin Pharaoh’'s
‘second chariot.” That could indicate the
‘period of the Hyksos at the earliest, for
itisonly during the period of the ‘rulers
of theforeign lands . . . that the fast war
chariot reached Egypt . . . Beforetheir

This illustration, from an Egyptian

tomb carving, shows a dignitary being
installed into government office. A gold
chain is being placed around his neck, an
exact parallel of Joseph’s inauguration
described in Genesis 41:41-42.

day this had not been the practice on the
Nile. The ceremonia chariot harnessed
to thoroughbred horses wasin those days
the Rolls-Royce of the governors. The
first chariot belonged to theruler, the
‘second chariot’ was occupied by his
chief minister” (The Bible asHistory;,
1980, p. 89).

From thisbrief survey we can see some
of the light that archaeol ogy has shed on
the biblica record. Although doubterswill
aways scoff at the truth of God'sWord—
since God'sway of lifeand Hislavsare
not easy to keep—fewer and fewer now
doubt the Bibleshigtorical basis.

Such discoveries continueto verify the
ingpiration of God'sWord. AsPaul said:
“All Scriptureisgiven by inspiration of
God, and is prafitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for ingtruction
in righteousness, that the man of God be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every
goodwork” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Future issues of The Good News will
present more archaeologica evidence
that confirmsthe Bible account. v
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Archaeology and
of Exodus: Exit From Egypt

by Mario Seiglie

Archaeologists
have made

many significant
discoveries that
make the book of
Exodus and the
Israelites’ time in
Egypt come alive.

S abizn i S
Egyptian brick-making is depicted in this wall painting from
the tomb of Egyptian nobleman Rekhmire from the mid-second

n earlier issues, The Good News examined
severd archaeological findsthat illuminate
portions of the book of Genesis. Inthis
issue we continue our exploration of discoveries
that illuminate the biblical accounts, focusing on
Exodus, the second book of the Bible.

Exodusin English derives from the Latin and
meanssimply “to exit.” The book of Exodus
describes the departure of the Israglitesfrom
Egypt, an event distinguished by amighty strug-
gle between two unequal opponents. On the one
hand was an oppressed nation of davesand on
the other the most powerful nation in the Middle
Ead, if not theworld. Viewed strictly physically,
the oddsin this struggle between |srael and
Egypt were stacked against the | sraglites.

What has archaeology found that pertainsto
the Exodus and the Israglites’ timein Egypt? Sci-
entists have made severa significant discoveries

that makethis part of the Bible comedlive.

Egyptian brick-making

Inthe book of Exodus we seethe Egyptians
forcing the I sraglitesto build greet citiesfor
Pharaoh: “ Therefore they set taskmasters over
them to afflict them with their burdens. And they
built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and
Raamses’ (Exodus 1:11).

Most of usknow alittle about the Egyptian
pyramids, which were built of stone. But not al
Egyptian pyramids were made of stone; brick
wasthe principa building materid used inthe
country. The International Sandard Bible Ency-
clopedia notesthat “throughout Egyptian history
sun-dried brick wasthe chief building material.
Stone was reserved for temples and other monu-
mental constructions’ (Val. 1, p. 546).

Therefore the Egyptians needed millions of
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millennium B.C. The painting shows workmen gathering materi-
als, forming bricks and carrying the finished bricks after drying.

Photo courtesy Metropolitan Museum of Art



bricks, and the |sraglites labored long and
hard to supply the demand. The Egyp-
tians“madetheir lives bitter with hard
bondage—in mortar, in brick, and in all
manner of serviceinthefield” (Exodus
1:14, emphasis added throughout).

When Moses and Aaron told Pharaoh
that God wanted His people, the
|sradlites, to stop working and observe a
religiousfestiva in the wilderness,
Pharaoh wasincensed. Instead of yield-
ing, heincreased thework load: “ Sothe
sameday Pharaoh commanded the
taskmasters of the people and their offi-
cers, saying, ‘ You shall no longer givethe
people straw to make brick asbefore. Let
them go and gather straw for
themselves ” (Exodus 5:6-7).

This cruel measure added to the
Israelites’ dready arduoustasks.
Thelsraelite daves had to head for the
fieldsto gather straw to mix with the
mud.

Thebiblica detail about using straw in
brick-making is puzzling to some. How,
they ask, could the addition of straw asan
ingredient make bricks stronger?

In Egypt the mud-straw combination
was commonly used to strengthen build-
ing blocks. It aso prevented the bricks
from cracking or losing shape. Modern
investigators have run tests that show that
when straw is mixed with mud the result-
ing bricks are three times as strong as
those made without straw. Fluidsin the
straw release humic acid and harden the
bricks (Gerald Vardaman, Archaeol ogy
and the Living\Wbrd, 1966, p. 37). To this
day, after thousands of years, mud-brick
monuments till stand in Egypt.

The 10 plagues

Egyptology hasilluminated our under-
standing of the Bibl€'s description of the
plaguesthat struck Egypt and led to the
Israelites’ departure from that land.

The Egyptians were religious people.
They had godsfor everything and scrupu-
loudy tried to please them. They had 39
principa gods, many of them depicted in
Egyptian art with animal bodies or heads.
In Egyptian temples, priests cared for
many types of sacred animalsthat repre-
sented deities.

This statue of

the Egyptian Nile god Hapi dates to about
900 B.C. God's first plague intended to
free the Israelites struck the mighty Nile
River, and their gods proved powerless to
protect the Egyptians.

In one respect the Israglites’ exodus
out of Egypt was a confrontation
between the true God, Yahweh, and the
false gods of that land. It would remove
any doubt in the I sraglites’ minds asto
who was the true God and which wasthe
truereligion. God had in mind not only
to take His people from Egypt, but to
discourage worship of the supposedly
powerful Egyptian gods. He made this
clear when He told Moses: “For | will
pass through the land of Egypt on that
night, and will strike all thefirstbornin
the land of Egypt, both man and beast;
and against all the gods of Egypt | will
execute judgment: | am the Lorp” (Exo-
dus 12:12).

Later, in Numbers 33:4, we read that
“ontheir godsthe Lorb had executed
judgments.” God directed each of the 10

plagues against the Egyptian godsthat
ostensibly held sway over an aspect of
nature. The plagues represented, collec-
tively, adramatic demonstration to
Israelite and Egyptian dike that the gods
werefalse; they were powerlessto come
to the aid of anyonewho implored them.

An ancient Egyptian calendar revedls
numerous holidays dedicated to the
gods—so many that it appearsthat not
many working days remained in the year.
When Mosestold Pharaoh thet Israel
would leavefor severa daysto celebrate
afeast to God, Pharaoh wasindignant:
“Whoisthe Lorb, that | should obey His
voicetolet Israel go?1 do not know the
Loro, norwill | let Israel go . . . Moses
and Aaron, why do you take the people
from their work? Get back to your labor”
(Exodus5:2, 4).

Pharaoh apparently thought that the
Israelites enjoyed plenty of freetime, so
he refused the petition. Observing
Pharaoh'’s recalcitrance, God acted.

Plagues against the deities

Thefirst plague was aimed at the most
venerable and valuable resource of
Egyptian civilization, the powerful Nile
River, along with the gods the Egyptians
associated with it. Egypt’sfood supply
depended on the flooding of the Nile, as
well asitsannua depositsof silt to
replenish the fertility of the soil. Some-
times, asin Josgph’s day, failure of the
Nileto overflow its bankswould resultin
afamine. So the Egyptians prayed regu-
larly to their gods for abundant water. The
first plague made the water undrinkable
and rancid. Thefish, avauable source of
food, perished.

The Egyptians counted on the Nile
goddess Hapi and the powerful Osiristo
protect the Nile. Nothing resulted from
the clamor and prayers of the Egyptians
that their gods would purify the Nile.
Only when Moses and Aaron prayed to
the true God were the waters refreshed.
Yet Pharaoh remained proud. He
believed a host of powerful gods were
waiting to do his bidding; indeed Pha
raoh himself was considered agod by
most Egyptians.

The second plague targeted one of the
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creatures the Egyptians associated with
the Nile. Egyptians worshiped thefrogin
the form of Heqt, whose statue bore the
head of afrog. This god was symbolic of
good cropsand blessingsin the afterlife.
Egyptians noticed that, when the Nile
reached acertain level and overflowed,
frogs abounded. Their presence wasan
omen of bountiful cropsand control of
theinsect population. A low Nilewith
few frogs meant alack of silt, poor crops
and many insects.

Heqt, god of the frogs, supposedly
controlled the frog population. When
the second plague produced too many
frogs, it appeared to the Egyptians that
the god who governed them had lost
control. No amount of prayers and
incense altered the situation. Only when
the true God intervened did the frogs die
and the crisisend.

Thethird and fourth plagues featured
another favorite god of the Egyptians,
Kheper, the scarab deity represented by
beetles and other insects. The image of
the scarab god appeared frequently on
amulets. “The cult toflies, and espe-
cialy of the beetles, was an important
part of the ancient Egyptian religion”
(Jamieson, Fausset and Brown,
Exegetical Commentary of the Bible,
Voal. 1, p. 67). “Varioustypes of bee-
tleswere venerated in Egypt; among
them the dung beetle [which] became the
emblem of resurrection and continud
exigence. . (Thelnterpreter’sDictio-
nary of the Bible, VVal. 4, p. 258).

When aswarm of lice or gnats (or pos-
sibly mosquitoes) and horseflies stung the
populace, the court magicians asked the
insect god to control them, but to no avail.
Only when Pharaoh pleaded with Moses
to ask the God of Isradl to removethe
pests did the plague abate.

Sacred bull

The next plague affected cattle,
which the Egyptians considered to be
under the control of Apis, the bull god,
and Hathor, the cowlike mother god-
dess. The bull was considered sacred.
When the bull in atemple died, it was
mummified and buried with great pomp.
Thefifth plague struck at this mode of
worship. “So the Lorp did thisthing on
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This enormous Egyptian stone scarab,

the next day, and dl the livestock of
Egypt died; but of the livestock of the
children of Isragl, not one of them died”
(Exodus 9:6). No amount of pagan
prayer could ater the outcome.

Next came a plague of boils, which
the Egyptians thought they could cure by
resorting to their god of medicine,
Imhotep, alegendary Egyptian physician
who came to be worshiped. They adso
revered Thoth, the god of magic and
hedling. But again in this case the boils
did not go away. Even worse, the court
magi cians who besought these entities
were themselves covered with the pesti-
lence: “And the magicians could not
stand before Moses because of the boils,
for the boils were on the magicians
and on al the Egyptians’ (verse 11).

some four feet long and three feet high,
illustrates the Egyptian fascination with
and worship of beetles and other insects.
At the time of the Exodus, the third and
fourth plagues were directed against the
Egyptian deity thought to control insects.

Again, Pharaoh and other Egyptians
pleaded with Moses that God would take
away the problem. God's power to
remove this plague served as awitness
not only to the Egyptians and the
|sradlites, but to the rest of the world.
God told Pharaoh: “But indeed for this
purpose | haveraised you up, that | may
show My power in you, and that My
name may be declared in all the earth”
(verse 16). Thiswitnessremainswith us
today through the Bible account.

The seventh and eighth plagues struck
Egypt’'scrops. First, ahorrible hailstorm
hit the harvest, then ahorde of locusts
completed the destruction. The crops
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were supposed to be guarded by Seth, the
harvest god, and it was up to Nut, the sky
goddess, to prevent weether disasters. Yet
the pleas of the Egyptiansfell on desf
ears. Pharaoh was running out of godsto
protect his people.

God strikes the mightiest

Thefind two plagueswere directed &
the two mightiest gods of the Egyptians,
Rathe chief god, represented by the sun,
and Pharaoh himsdif.

Egyptiansbelieved Rato be the source
of life, bringing light and hegt to the earth.
Theninth plague brought three days of no
sunlight. The darknesswas so “thick,”
says Scripture, that even lamps could not
dispe the blackness. “ So Moses stretched
out his hand toward heaven, and therewas
thick darknessin al theland of Egypt
three days. They did not see one another;
nor did anyonerisefrom his placefor
three days. But dl the children of Israel
had light intheir dwellings’ (Exodus
10:22-23).

In spite of the prayers and supplica
tionsthe Egyptians must have offered
up to Ra, the sun god did nothing.

Thefina godin dire need of hum-
bling was Pharaoh himsalf, who sup-

posedly descended from the god Ra.

Pharaoh's patron gods were Osiris, the
judge of the dead, and Horus, the god of
light. Egyptian worship of the Pharaohs
found expression in the congtruction for
their leeders of great pyramids astombs.
The 10th plague struck even the offspring
of the Egyptians man-god.

Pharaoh himself was powerlessto
stop the degth of hisfirstborn son, who
wasnext in lineto sit worthy of Egyp-
tians worship. “And it cameto passat
midnight that the Lorp struck al the
firstborninthe land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his
throneto thefirstborn of the captive who
wasin the dungeon, and dl thefirstborn
of thelivestock” (Exodus 12:29). With
his godsimpotent and humiliated,
mighty Pharaoh finaly relented, and the
Exodus of the children of Israel began.

Future issues of The Good Newswill
present more archaeologica evidence
that illuminates the historical account of
the book of Exodus. Gnv
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This silver statue of a calf,
excavated from the site
of ancient Ashkelon,
dates to more than a cen-
tury before the Exodus.
This find proved that calf-
worship was practiced at
the time of the Exodus,
contrary to the opinions
of some critics.
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by Mario Seiglie

n earlier issues, The Good News examined
archeeological findsthat illuminate portions
of the books of Genesisand Exodus. Inthis
issue we continue our exploration of discoveries
that help us understand other aspects of the Exo-
dusaccount, beginning with theincident of the
|sradlites worship of the golden cdlf.

The golden calf

After crossing the Red Sea (see“The Red Sea
or the Reed Sea?” p. 24), the |sraglites made
their way to Mount Sinai. The account of Isradl’s
appropriation of agolden calf to worship was

long questioned by secular scholars. They noted
that bull-worship was common in both Egypt
and Canaan, but not calf-worship. However, in
1991 asilver stetue of acaf wasfoundinan
excavation of ancient Ashkelon on Isragl’s coast.
Authorities dated this calf to more than 100
years before the Exodus.

When Aaron shouted to the people, “ Thisis
your god, O Isradl, that brought you out of the
land of Egypt!” (Exodus 32:4), he knew well
how popular caf-worship was. Four centuries
later, almost the same words were uttered by
King Jeroboam when he made two golden

calves and told the people, “Here are your gods,
O Israel, which brought you up from the land of
Egypt!” (1 Kings12:28). In Biblical Archaeol-
ogy Review, an extensive article on the discovery
of thesllver calf notes: “The Golden Caf wor-
shipped at the foot of Mt. Sinai by impatient
|sraelites (Exodus 32) may have resembled this
statuette” (March-April 1991, p. 1).

The eating of quail

During their wilderness yearsthe | sraglites
complained to God that they had only manna
to eat: “Now the mixed multitude who were
among them yielded to intense craving; so the
children of Israel aso wept again and said:
‘Who will give us meat to eat? \We remember
thefish which we ate freely in Egypt, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions,
and the garlic; but now our whole being isdried
up; thereisnothing at all except this manna
before our eyes!’” (Numbers 11:4-6).

Thisligt represents one of the 10 major mur-
murings of the | sraelites against God and Moses
(Numbers 14:22). God decided to givethe people
what they asked for: “ Therefore the Lorp will
give you mest, and you shall eet. You shdl eat, not
oneday, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days,
nor twenty days, but for awhole month, until it
comes out of your nostrils and becomes|oath-
someto you, because you have despised the Lorp
who isamong you, and have wept before Him,
saying, ‘Why did we ever come up out of
Egypt? " (Numbers 11:18-20).

Thenext day, quail descended on the lsradlite
camp to adepth of 12 inches. Thesefowl were
commonin biblica timesand remain 0 inthe
Middle East. They are migratory birdsthat fly
at theend of the European summer to the Sinal
peninsula, wherethey remain for sx months.

“Theoldworld quail .. . asmal, mottled brown
game bird about 18 cm. (7in.) long, isthe only
member of the[pheasant] subfamily . . . that is
migratory. The routes of migration run from south-
ern Europe, dong the eastern Mediterranean coadt,

Photo courtesy Harvard University Dept. of Archaeology and Semitic Languages ~ Map by Shaun Venish
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through the Sinai Peninsula, to Arabiaor
West Africa. Thequailstravel southward in
thelate summer and northward in early
spring (thetime of the Isradlite exodusfrom
Egypt) . . . Asrecently asthe early decades
of the 20th cent[ury], migrating quailswere
killed by Egyptianst therate of two mil-
lion annualy; in 1920 akill of threemillion
wasrecorded” (The International Sandard
Bible Encyclopedia, Eerdmans, Grand
Rapids, 1988, Val. 4, pp. 4-5).

Themiracle of God wasto bring
these quail to the Israglite camp and
deposit them in huge numbersin that
precise location.

Evidence of the prophet Balaam

When the |sradlites began thelr find
journey to the Promised Land, they passed
through theland of the Ammonites closeto
Moabite territory. They needed passage

through this areato enter Canaan by way
of Jericho. But King Balak of the M oabites
refused to let the | sradlites enter peacefully.
He resorted to aknown pagan prophet of
thetimes, Balaam, to prevent them from
entering hisland.

“Then he sent messengersto Balaam
the son of Beor at Pethor, whichisnear the
River [Euphrates] intheland of the sons of
hispeople, to cal him, saying: ‘Look, a
people has come from Egypt. See, they
cover theface of the earth, and are settling
next to me! Therefore please comeat once,
cursethis peoplefor me, for they aretoo
mighty for me'” (Numbers 22.5).

Apparently, Balaam's renown was such
that aM oabite king would pay aconsider-
ablesum for hisservices. In 1967 archee-
ologigtsdigging up the remains of Deir
Alla, an ancient Ammonite city on the east
bank of the Jordan, found an inscription

Scholars advocate various routes for the Exodus and offer different interpretations
of the biblical account of the parting of the Red Sea. Regardless of their views, the
Red Sea miracle was so astounding that it left a permanent mark on Israel’s history.
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that mentioned Balaam, the son of Beor.
The 16 linesof anincompleteinscription
onawal turned out to be part of one of
Baaam's prophecies, in language smilar
tothat isrecorded in Numbers.

The Bible describes God's censure of
Bdaam. Onenight God forbade him to
cursethe |sradlites. Disgppointed, hetold
M oabite messengers he could not help
them. “ So Bdaam rosein the morning and
saidtothe princes of Balak, ‘ Go back to
your land, for the Lorb hasrefused to give
mepermissontogowithyou'” (verse 13).

Later God forced Baaam to prophesy
of |lsradl’shlessingsand victories. “Then
hetook up hisoracleand said: ‘ The utter-
ance of Baam theson of Beor . . . who
hearsthewords of God, who seesthe
vison of theAlmighty, who falsdown,
with eyeswide open: How lovely areyour
tents, O Jacob! . . . God bringshim out of
Egypt; he has strength like awild ox; he
shdl consume the nations, hisenemies, he
shdl bregk their bones and piercethem
witharrows” (Numbers 24:3-8).

Shortly after these events Balaam,
greedy for money (2 Peter 2:15), helped
the Moabitesinduce |sradl to sin. Not sur-
prisingly, he perished after the defegt of the
M oabites and Midianites (Numbers 31:8).

Therestored text discovered in Deir
Allareads: “Inscription of Balaam, son
of Beor, the man who was aseer of the
gods. Lo, the gods cameto him at night
and spoke to him. According to these
words, and they said to Balaam, son of
Beor thus: ‘ There has appeared the last
flame, afire of chastisement has
appeared!” And Balaam arose the next
day and he could not eat and he wept
intensely. And his people cameto him
and said to Balaam, son of Beor: ‘Why
do you fast and why do you weep? And
he said to them: * Sit down! | shall show
you how great isthe calamity! And
come, seethedeedsof thegods! .. "

Thesewordsare strikingly similar in
detail to the biblical account. Apparently
the memory of what happened to this seer
remained in the memory of the Ammon-
itesand was recorded in their version.

Archaeologist Andre Lemaire, who
pieced together the incomplete script,
wrote: “. .. Theinscription from Deir Allg,



agreed over the identity of the sea
the Israelites crossed and thus the
site of the drowning of Pharaoh’s army.
Three routes for the Exodus have been
proposed and continue to be debated.

Some believe that the Israelites’ path
took them north to the coast and that
the “sea” they crossed was part of Lake
Sirbonis, an arm or bay of the Mediter-
ranean, after the crossing of which they
turned south into the Sinai Peninsula.

Others have adopted the idea that
the Israelites took a central route and
crossed a shallow lake north of the Red
Sea called the Reed Sea. The term in
Hebrew is yam suph. Yam means “sea,”
and suph is generally thought to mean
“reeds,” "“rushes” or possibly “sea-
weed.” That is why some versions of
the Bible call it “the Sea of Reeds” or
"Reed Sea” instead of the Red Sea. (See
Exodus 15:4 in the Revised Standard
Version, New American Bible and
Jerusalem Bible.)

Some scholars prefer the translation
“Reed Sea,” noting that lakes north of
the Red Sea are abundant with reeds.
They usually designate one of these
shallow bodies of water as the site of
the Israelite crossing but say that the
Egyptians, with their heavy chariots, got
bogged down and somehow drowned.

Other scholars prefer a southern
route, pointing to evidence that they
feel demonstrates that yam suph may
mean “sea at the end of the world,” as
some conceive it to have been. Says the-
ology professor Bernard F. Batto: “\What
we call the Red Sea . . . was regarded by
the ancients as the sea at the end of the
world. Interestingly enough, the Greeks
applied the name Red Sea not only to
our Red Sea but also to the Indian
Ocean and, later when they discovered
it, even to the Persian Gulf . .. Yam sup
came to refer to the Red Sea because
like other ancient peoples, the Israelites
did not distinguish the Red Sea from

For many years scholars have dis-

dated to about the middle of the eighth
century B.C. and written onthewall of
what may have been some kind of reli-
giousteaching center, isvery likely the
earliest extant example of aprophetic
text. The principal personagein the Deir
Allatext isthe seer Balaam, son of Beor,
well known to usfrom the storiesin
Numbers’ (Biblical Archaeology Review,
September-October 1985, p. 39).
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THE RED SEA OR THE REED SEA?

oceans further to the south. To their
way of thinking, the Red Sea—the yam
sup—was the sea at the end of the
earth” (Biblical Archaeology Review,
July-August 1984, p. 59).

In other biblical references, yam suph
means Red Sea or its arms, the Gulf of
Suez and Gulf of Agaba. In 1 Kings 9:26
we read: “King Solomon also built a
fleet of ships at Ezion Geber, which is
near Elath on the shore of the Red Sea
[yam suph], in the land of Edom."” If this
were a marshy lake close to Egypt, this
would certainly be a strange place for
Solomon to build his great fleet. But
geographers know Elath is a port at the
northernmost end of the Gulf of Agaba.

Notice also Numbers 33, which men-
tions the stops the Israelites made in
the wilderness of the Sinai. After cross-
ing “the sea,” they camped in Marah,
then Elim. And “they moved from Elim
and camped by the Red Sea [yam
suph]” (verse 10). How could they have
crossed a “sea of reeds” and, after
many days of travel, still camped by
that same “sea of reeds”? No body of
water in the region except the Red Sea
would have been large enough for the
Israelites to have traveled so long and
still be close to its coast. Other refer-
ences that support the Red Sea are
Numbers 21:4 and Jeremiah 49:21.

Which route did the Israelites take,
and at what point did they cross the
sea? We cannot know for sure. How-
ever, one author of several works on
biblical history offers this perspective:
“The crossing of Israel . . . cannot be
explained as a wading through a
swamp. It required a mighty act of God,
an act so significant both in scope and
meaning that forever after in Israel’s
history it was the paradigm against
which all of his redemptive and saving
work was measured” (Eugene Merrill,
Kingdom of Priests, Baker Book House,
Grand Rapids, 1987, p. 66). GN

—NMario Seiglie

Here we have another biblica figure
who cannot be dismissed as myth.

The route from Egypt

Another source of scholarly contro-
versy concernstheroutethe lsraglites
took to enter the Promised Land. “The
Bibleisvery specificinitslist of places
aong thefina stage of the Exodusroute
taken by the Israglites on their way to the

Promised Land. Yet it isthis very speci-
ficity that hasmade it vulnerableto criti-
cismfrom some scholars. Many of the
placesin question, they say, did not exist
when the Exodusis said to have
occurred” (Biblical Archaeology Review,
September-October 1994, p. 5).

Yet threelists showing the very route
the | sradlites took to enter Canaan have
been found in Egyptian monuments.

Numbers 33:45-49 describesthe
|sradlites passing through 1jim, Dibon
Gad, Almon Diblatham, Nebo, Abd and
findly the Jordan. The route the Egyptians
took to supervisethisarea, which they
ruled for many centuries, includes eight
places, of which six gppear inthe same
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ovpnany BIBLICAL
ROUTE
(Yamm) ha-Melach Melah
(means “salt,”
or the Dead Sea)
lyyin Yyyim
Heres/Hareseth Heres/Hareseth
Aqgrabat
Dibon-Qarho Dibon
Iktanu
Abel Abel-shittim
Jordan Jordan
(Source: Biblical Archaeology Review,

\September-October 1994, pp. 57-59). /

sequence mentioned primarily in Num-
bers 33: Mdah, Ijim, Heres-Hareseth
(mentioned only in Judges 8:13), Dibon,
Abel and the Jordan.

Charles Krahmalkov, aprofessor of
ancient Near Eastern languages, speeks
of the accuracy of the biblica account:
“Inshort, the Biblica story of theinva
sion of Trangordan that set the stagefor
the conquest of dl Paestineistold
against abackground that is historically
accurate. The |sradliteinvasion route
described in Numbers 33:45b-50 wasin
fact an officid, heavily trafficked Egypt-
ianroad . . (Biblical Archaeology
Review, September-October 1994, p. 58).

Thus, archaeology, notwithstanding
scholarly criticism, confirmsanother part
of biblica history. Gn




How accurate
is the biblical
description of

Jericho’s destruc-
tion? The question
spurred a lively
debate throughout
this century after
several major
excavations of the
city took place.
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Archaeology and
of Joshua: The Conquest

by Mario Seiglie

n earlier issues The Good News examined
archaeologicd findsthat illuminate portions
of thebiblical books of Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. In
thisissue we continue that series, focusing on the
book of Joshua, which chronicleslsragl’s
entrance into the Promised Land.

After wandering in the desert for 40 years, the
Isradlites were finally permitted to cross the Jor-
dan River and enter the Promised Land. Moses
was about to die, and God instructed him:
“Behold, the days approach when you must die;
cdl Joshua, and present yourselvesin the taber-
nacle of meeting, that | may inaugurate him”
(Deuteronomy 31:14). Shortly afterwards,
Joshuawas named as the new leader, and Moses
died on top of Mount Nebo (Deuteronomy 34:1,
5). Thus beginsthe story of the |sraglite conquest
of Canaan.

Debated dates at Jericho

“ Now Jericho was securely shut up because
of the children of Israel; none went out, and none
camein’ (Joshua6:1).

Thefirgt city the | sraglites faced was Jericho.
According to the archaeologica evidence, itis
one of the oldest settlementsin the world. How
accurateisthebiblical description of Jericho’s
destruction?

The question spurred alively debate through-
out this century after several major excavations
of thecity took place.

Thefirst extensive dig employing modern
techniques was conducted by British archaeolo-
gist John Garstang in the 1930s. After Six years
of excavations he reported:

“Inaword, in dl material detailsand in date
thefall of Jericho took place as described in the
Biblica narrative. Our demonstration islimited,
however, to materid observations: thewalsfel,
shaken apparently by earthquake, and the city
was destroyed by fire, about 1400 B.C.” (“Jericho
and the Biblical Story,” Wonders of the Pagt,
Wise, New York, 1937, p. 1222).

Inthe 1950s Garstang’s conclusion was
rejected by another British archaeologist, Kath-
leen Kenyon. She placed the destruction of this
stage of the city 150 years earlier than Joshua's
time and believed that no 15th-century city existed
for him to conquer. Thisargument lent support to
many scholarswho dismissed the biblica story as
amyth. Archaeologist and pottery expert Bryant
Wood observed: “ Scholars by and large [had]
written off the Biblical record as so much folklore
and religious rhetoric. And thisiswhere the matter
has stood for the past 25 years’ (Biblical Archae-
ology Review, March-April 1990, p. 49).

Evidence examined and evaluated

Unfortunately, Kathleen Kenyon died before
her work could be published, making careful
evaluation of her reports difficult. Fifteen years
later her findings were published, and the task fell
to Bryant Wood to methodically review them.

After studying her work and taking into
account new discoveries, hisstartling conclusion
was that Kenyon had been completely wrong on
her date of thefall of Jericho. Hefound adirect
correl ation between the archaeol ogical evidence
and the biblical account.

What led to such aturnabout?

First was the use of atool not availablein
Kenyon's days—radioactive dating. When a
piece of charcoal from the burned city was
examined by carbon-14 testing—generaly reli-
able for materials up to 4,000 years old—
it yielded the date of 1410 B.C., dmost precisely
the time of the conquest and burning of Jericho
as determined from biblica chronology.
(According to 1 Kings 6:1, Solomon’stemple
wasinaugurated 480 years after the Exodus,
which would place this event at approximately
1443 B.C. After 40 yearsin the wilderness, the
|sraelites would have entered the Promised Land
around 1403 B.C.)

Concerning the evidence that the city was
incinerated, Kenyon found alayer of ash and
burnt debrisayard thick inthislevel of thecity.




“The destruction was complete” she
reported. “Walls and floorswere black-
ened or reddened by fire. . . Inmost
roomsthe fallen debriswas heavily burnt
..." (“Excavations at Jericho,” Palestinian
Exploration Quarterly, 1955, p. 370).

Thisdescription of the devastation fits
thebiblical account of thefate of the city:
Isradl “burned the city and al that wasin
itwith firg’” (Joshua 6:24).

Moreover, evidenceincluded three
Egyptian scarabs—beet! e-shaped
amulets— discovered in acemetery
inside the city. These bore the names of
three pharaohs who ruled from 1500 to
the 1380s B.C. Such dates clearly contra-
dict Kenyon's belief that the city had
been abandoned around 1550 B.C.

Biblical details confirmed

A third type of evidence wasthe
unusua amount of stored grain foundin
the ruins of Jericho. “The most abundant
item found in the destruction apart from
pottery,” saysWood, “wasgrain. . . In her
limited excavation area, Kenyon recov-
ered six bushels of grainin one season!
Thisisuniquein the annals of Paestinian
archaeology. The presence of these grain
storesin the destroyed city isentirely
congistent with the Biblical account. The
city did not fall asaresult of astarvation
siege, aswas So common in ancient
times. Instead, the Bibletells us, Jericho
was destroyed after but seven days
(Joshua 6:15, 20).

“Successful attackers normaly plun-
dered valuable grain once they captured a
city. This of course would beinconsistent
with the grain found here. But in the case
of Jericho the | sradlites were told that ‘ the
city and al that iswithinit shall be
devoted to the Lord for destruction, and
were commanded, ‘ Keep yourselvesfrom
the things devoted to destruction’ (Joshua
9:17-18). So the I sraelites were forbidden
to take any plunder from Jericho. This
could explain why so much grain wasleft
to burn when [the city] met itsend” (Bib-
lical Archaeology Review, March-April
1990, p. 56).

Findly, thetype of pottery found con-
firmed the traditiona date of the conquest,
since some bore astylethat appeared only

lllustration by Shaun Venish

during the period of 1450-1400 B.C. Wood
concludes. “ Despite my disagreements
with Kenyon'smgjor conclusion, | never-
theless gpplaud her for her careful and
painstaking fiedld work . . . Her thorough-
going excavation methods and detailed
reporting of her findings, however, did
not carry over into her anaytica work.
“Whentheevidenceiscriticaly exam-
ined thereisno basisfor her contention thet
City IV [theleve corresponding to avio-
lent destruction and burning of the city]
was destroyed by the Hyksos or Egyptians

and sacrificed peace offerings’ (Joshua
8:30-31).

The barren region of Mount Eba hed
lain undisturbed for centuries. IN 1982 a
team of archaeol ogists began to scratchits
surface. Thiswasin theWest Bank area
and had not been explored until 1967,
when Isradl occupied the territory.

Adam Zertal, an Isradli archaeologit,
supervised the excavation of astrange
mound found on top of Mount Ebal.
Slowly, after months of work, the site
beganto yield its secrets.

An artist's rendering shows the stone structure discovered on Mount Ebal as it
might have appeared in the time of Joshua. Its excavators believe the central plat-
form was Joshua’s altar, to which priests ascended via the ramp in the center.

in the mid-16th century B.C.E. The pottery,
dratigraphic congderations, scarab data
and aCarbon-14 datedl point to adestruc-
tion of thecity around theend of Late
Bronzel, about 1400 B.C.E. Garstang's
origina datefor thisevent appearsto bethe
correct one!” (ibid., p. 57).

When Time magazine published an
article about these new conclusionson
Jericho, the evidence appeared so con-
vincing that Time writers remarked,
“Score onefor the Bible’ (Michael D.
Lemonick, Time, March 5, 1990, p. 43).

Unusual remains discovered

“ Now Joshua built an altar to the
Lorp God of Israel in Mount Ebal, as
Moses the servant of the Lorp had com-
manded the children of Isradl, asit is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses:
‘an altar of whole stones over which no
man haswielded an iron tool. And they
offered on it burnt offeringsto the Lorb,

It was arectangular structure made of
large, uncut stoneswith aramp leading to
the center. It was quite amassive forma
tion, 28 feet by 24 feet and 9 feet tall.
Inside the congtruction was afill of ashes,
rocks, dirt, potsherds and anima bones.

M ore than 4,000 animal boneswere found
and sent to alaboratory for anaysis.

At first Zerta thought the structure had
been afarmhouse, but it had no doorsand
no floor. All the housesin that period had
floors, even if only of compressed earth.

From nearby Jerusalem came the
analysis of the animal bones. Almost
all of them were from bulls, sheep and
goats, precisaly the animals prescribed
for sacrifice in the book of Leviticus.
None of the bones came from typical
farm animalsthat the Bible defines as
unclean—horses, donkeys, pigs, dogs
and cats. After further examination,
thisdid not look like the remains of a

Continued on page 29
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Continued from page 23

farmhouse at al. What could it be?

Based on four more years of excava:
tions, Zertd finally completed the picture
of the structure. Theresulting illustration
bore agtriking resemblanceto the biblical
specifications of an altar.

Asper God'singtruction, the stone
ramp did not have steps. “And if you
make Me an altar of stone, you shall not
build it of hewn stone; for if you use your
tool onit, you have profaned it. Nor shall
you go up by stepsto My dltar, that your
nakedness may not be exposed onit”
(Exodus 20:25-26). Thiswas a precaution
so the priest’s tunic would not expose his
legs as he ascended the dltar.

Also, the Bible describes an altar with
four surrounding walls and completely
filled with earth and rocks. On top of this
fill afire could be lighted for the sacrifice.
Thisis precisely what was found.

Around thisdltar Zertal discovered
asmall wal that apparently served to
define a perimeter of an areafor many
people to congregate. He concluded that
thisareawas aprototype of an Israglite
worship center with an altar and an open-
ar meeting place. Hethinksthis could
be the dtar built by Joshuaat Mount Ebal
(Biblical Archaeological Review,
January-February 1986).

On God'singtructions Moses had said:
“Thereforeit shall be, when you have
crossed over the Jordan, that on Mount
Ebal you shall set up these stones, which |
command you today, and you shall white-
wash them with lime. And there you shall
build an dtar to the LorD your God, an
dtar of stones; you shdl not useaniron
tool on them. You shall build with whole
stonesthe dtar of the Lorb your God,
and offer burnt offerings on it to the Lorb
your God. You shall offer peace offerings,
and shd| eat there, and rejoice before the
Lorp your God” (Deuteronomy 27:4-7).

Therefore, thereis strong evidence that
God's orders were solemnly carried out
by Joshua. An dtar at Mount Eba was
built with the unusua specifications of
uncut stones and aramp instead of steps.
At thissite only remains of animashibli-
cally approved for sacrifice were found.

Future issues of The Good Newswill
examine other archaeol ogicd findsthat
confirmand illuminatebiblica history. v
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During this period
of more than 300
years, God period-
ically raised up
judges to rescue
and rule over
Israel as the
Israelites struggled
with indigenous
peoples over con-
trol of the land.

. Archaeoc-).

the Book of Judges

by Mario Seiglie

eviousissues of The Good News have
examined archaeologicd findsthat illuminate
sections of thefivebiblical books of Moses
and the book of Joshua. Inthisissuewefocuson
atumultuoustimein ancient Israd’shigtory, the era
covered by the book of Judges.

Judges begins by describing the settlement of
the lsradlitetribesin Canaan. The aged Joshua
distributes the territory among thetribes. A short
whilelater he diesat theage of 110 (Judges 2:8).
Then comesaperiod during which faithful elders
who had lived over from Joshua stime governed
Israel. When they died, no leader immediately suc-
ceeded them. A dangerous palitica void existed.

Many among the younger generation, bornin
theland of Canaan, had largely forgotten the mira:
clesaccomplished during Moses and Joshud's
time. “When all that generation had been gathered
totheir fathers, ancother generation arose after them
who did not know the Lorp nor thework which
Hehad donefor Isragl” (Judges 2:10).

The religion of the Canaanites held great appeal for the early Israelites.
Shown are a statuette of Baal, left, the weather god, and a fertility figurine.
The Baal figure apparently originally held a lightning bolt in its hand.

The new generation found itself surrounded by
many Canaanites who adhered to their own popu-
lar religion. Instead of diminating thisforeign
influence, as God had commanded, in many
ingdancesthe |sradlites Smply coexisted with those
holding false beliefs. God had warned them what
would occur if thisSituation were alowed to con-
tinue: “ThentheAngel of the Lorp came up from
Gilgd to Bochim, and said: ‘| led you up from
Egypt and brought you to theland of which
| sworeto your fathers, and | said, “1 will never
break My covenant with you. And you shal make
no covenant with theinhabitants of thisland; you
shdl tear down their dtars” But you have not
obeyed My voice. Why have you done this? There-
forel dso said, “1 will not drive them before you;
but they shall bethornsinyour Sde, and their gods
shdl beasnaretoyou’’ ” (Judges 2:1-3).

During this period of more than 300 years, God
periodicaly raised up judges—wefind at least 12
of them described in the biblical account—to res-
cueandruleover srael asthe lsradlites struggled
with indigenous peoples over contral of theland.
Judges ruled smultaneoudly with each other in
variousregionsof |sragl. The surviving Canaanites
frequently attacked and reconquered territory taken
by thelsradlites.

What doesthe archaeologica evidencereved
about thistime?

A change in cultures

The extensive scientific evidence pointsto
agradua change from a Canaanite building-and-
pottery culture to aless-advanced |sraglite cul-
turd style.

Charles Fensham, aprofessor of Semitic lan-
guages, arguesthat “ archaeology has shown that
[around] 1200 B.C. certain citiesin Pdestine were
demolished. A flowering culture of Late Bronze
[Canaanite] was obliterated. The new develop-
ments. . . were of alower culture than the preced-
ing. The break isthus obvious and pointsto
seminomadic groupsin process of settling down.
Thisevidenceisclearly to be connected with the

Photos courtesy Richard Cleave




invading |sradlitetribes’ (The Interna-
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia,
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1982, Val. 11,
p. 1158).

Thisiscongstent with the biblical
record, which showsthet the | sradlites,
initialy davesin Egypt and culturdly
impoverished, at firs smply took over the
exiging Canaanite cities asthey conquered
them. God had told them, “ Soit shall be,
when the Lorb your God bringsyou into
theland of which He sworeto your fathers,
to Abraham, |saac, and Jacob, to giveyou
large and beautiful citieswhich you did not
build, housesfull of al good things, which
you did not fill, hewn-out wellswhich you
did not dig, vineyardsand olive trees
which you did not plant—when you have
eaten and are full—then beware, lest you
forget the Lorp who brought you out of
theland of Egypt, from the house of
bondage” (Deuteronomy 6:10-12).

Gradual replacement

Thebook of Judgesindicatesthat this
culturd changewasgradud. “And it came
to pass, when |sradl was strong, thet they
put the Canaanites under tribute, but did not
completely drivethem out” (Judges 1:28).
The Canaanite culture survived for many
yearsuntil the lsralitesfinaly replaced it.

“Thelsradliteshad lived in Egypt as
endaved [people], and then spent 40 years
as seminomads before entering Canaan;
thismakesit unlikely that they brought
adigtinctive materia cultureinto Canaan
.. .Attheend of the Late BronzeAge
and the start of the Iron Age, around 1200
B.C., amgor change occurred in settle-
ment patterns[in Canaan] . . . Whilewe
do not believe the new settlements mark
thearrival of thelsraglites, weare dlill
happy to call them ‘Israglite’ settlements.
Thisisbecause, in our view, the |sraglites
had been in theland for sometwo cen-
turiesby 1200 B.C. and were therefore
involved in the changesthat took place
at that time” (John Bimson and David
Livingston, “Redating the Exodus” Bibli-
cal Archaeological Review, September-
October 1987, pp. 52-53).

Here, then, isadditional evidence
from archaeol ogy that appearsto con-
firm the biblical account. It showsa

The First Mention of Israel

During most of the last century, many liberal critics believed the history of Israel
as recorded in the Old Testament was little more than the fabrication of later Jews
from around the sixth century B.C. For instance, they believed there was no solid
evidence of Israel being a nation at the time of the events described in the bibli-
cal book of Judges.

Yet, in 1896, British archaeologist Sir Flinders Petrie found evidence of Israel’s
existence as far back as 1200 B.C,, precisely the time of the events in Judges. In the
ruins of an Egyptian temple, he discovered a monument that narrated the military
victories of Merneptah, an Egyptian pharaoh. In this beautifully carved pillar, dated
around 1207 B.C,, the monarch mentions the nation of Israel.

For this reason the monument, technically termed a stele, is called “the Israel
Stele.” It can be seen in the Cairo Museum. On it Merneptah recorded his victories
in Canaan and mentioned Israel as one of his vanquished enemies. This would
place the battle during the time of the judges of Israel, when Israel was continu-
ally being attacked and invaded by nearby peoples and then liberated by the
judges God chose and used to deliver His people.

In the last two lines of the text, the stele mentions four of Merneptah'’s
defeated foes in Canaan: “Ashkelon has been overcome. Gezer has been cap-
tured. Yanoam was made non-existent. Israel is laid waste, [and] his seed is not.”

The reign of Merneptah is dated around 1212-1202 B.C. By recording his victory
over Israel, Merneptah shows that during this time the Israelites were already in
possession of the central portion of the land.

Of the other places mentioned on the monument, Ashkelon was one of the
coastal cities of the recently arrived Philistines. Gezer and Yanoam were in the
lowlands, still under the possession of the Canaanites. As recorded in the Bible,
Gezer was not conquered by the Israelites under Joshua. “Nor did Ephraim drive
out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer among them” (Judges 1:29). Thus
Merneptah's statement corroborates that this city was not in Israelite territory.

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia sums up the findings: “Among
Merneptah’s conquests in Syria-Palestine is Ysr'r (Egyptian for Y’sr'l), clearly rec-
ognizable as ‘Israel’ . . . Thus the Israel Stele provides a terminus ad quem [limit
from which to date] for the presence of the Israelites in Palestine ..."” (Eerdman'’s,
Grand Rapids, 1986, Vol. 3, p. 324).

—NMario Seiglie

gradua supplanting of Canaanite culture
by Isradlite settlers.

Worship of Baal and Asherah

After Joshua's generation had died out,
“the children of Isragl did evil inthe sight
of the Lorb, and served the Badls, and
they forsook the Lorp God of their
fathers, who had brought them out of the
land of Egypt; and they followed other
gods from among the gods of the people
who were dl around them, and they
bowed down to them; and they provoked
the LorD to anger. They forsook the LorD
and served Badl and the Ashtoreths’
(Judges 2:11-13).

Why the seemingly irresistible ten-
dency for the |sraglites to worship Baal
over Yahweh? Again, archaeology sheds

much light on the Canaanitereligion and
helps us understand the deadly dlurethe
indigenous religious practices held for
the Israglites.

In 1929 excavetionsbeganin Ras
Shamra (the ancient port town of Ugarit)
in northern Lebanon. Thiswork continues.
Theremains of apaace discovered inthe
first year of excavation yielded alibrary
containing hundreds of ancient documents
that provided awedth of information
about the Canaanite religion. Whet did
these tablets reved ?* The texts show the
degrading results of theworship of these
deities; with their emphasis on war, sacred
prostitution, sensuouslove and the conse-
quent socia degradation” (The New Bible
Dictionary, Tyndale House Publishers,
1982, p. 1230).
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Forbidden worship

The pagan religion was enticing to the
|sradlitesfor two primary reasons. Firg, it
was not asmoraly demanding asthe bib-
licd religion. Second, the |sradlitesfell
victim to asuperdtitious repect for the
godsthat supposedly controlled theland
of the Canaanites.

“The Canaanitereligion was com-
pletely different from the sradlite. Sofar,
no evidence has been found in Canaanite
culture of aseriesof rulesof conduct Smi-
lar to the Ten Commandments. . . [t wasa
great temptation for the |sradliteinvaders
to respect the existing gods of the land
which wereregarded asbeing responsible
for the country’sfertility. In addition, the
worship of these godswas much less
demanding than therigid Isradlitelaws
and rituas. Consequently, many of God's
peopleyielded to thistemptation. The
result was agradua mora decline of the
nation” (The Lion Encyclopedia of the
Bible, Lion Publishers, 1983, p. 153).

Recognizing the great danger to fledg-
ling lsrael, God inssted that His people
destroy every aspect of the degenerate
native religion. “According to the doings
of theland of Egypt, whereyou dwelt,
you shdl not do; and according to the
doings of theland of Canaan, wherel am
bringing you, you shdl not do; nor shall
youwalk inther ordinances. You shall
observe my judgments and keep My ordi-
nances, towak inthem: | amthe Lorp
your God” (Leviticus 18:3-4).

“And you shal not et any of your
descendants pass through thefire [be sac-
rificed] toMolech. .. You shdl notlie
withamaeaswithawoman. Itisan
abomination . . . Do not defileyoursaves
with any of thesethings; for by all these
the nations are defiled, which | am casting
out before you. For theland is defiled;
therefore | visit the punishment of itsinig-
uity uponit, and theland vomitsout its
inhabitants’ (verses21-25).

Sexual perversion as religion

The corruption found expressionin
grotesque cultic sexua practices. “ The
pagan world of theancient Near East
worshipped and deified sex.” So inter-
twined were sex and religion that “the
term ‘ holy ones [was used] for itscult
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progtitutes’ (Interpreter’s One-Volume
Commentary on the Bible, Abingdon
Press, 1971, p. 79).

Although the details are crude, they
reveal why biblica proscriptionsagainst
the Canaanite perversons are so perva:
sive. “[A] ritud involved adramatization
of themyth. . . [and] centered in sexud
activity sncetherainfal atributed to Baal
wasthought to . . . fertilize and impregnate
the earth with lifejust asheimpregnated
Asherah, the goddess of fertility, inthe
myth. Canaanitereligion, then, was
grossly sensud and even perverse because
it required the services of both male and
femae cultic prodtitutes as the principa
actorsinthedrama

“Unliketherequirement in Israd, there
was no one central sanctuary. Baal could
be worshipped wherever therewasaplace
especidly visited by the numinous pres-
ence of the gods. These placeswere origi-
naly on hills (hence, ‘high place’) but
later could befoundinvalleysor even
within the citiesand towns’ (Eugene
Merrill, Kingdomof Priests, Baker Book
House, 1987, pp. 160-161).

Infants sacrificed to Molech

Included in these Canaanite practices
was child sacrifice, described inthe Bible
ashaving childrento“ passthrough thefire
toMolech” (Jeremiah 32:35). TheRas
Shamratablets aso mention the god
Molech. Some unrighteouskingsin |srael
ingtituted the practice of sacrificing infants
to Molech. God, through the prophet Jere-
miah, denounced thisghastly ritua. “For
the children of Judah have doneevil in My
sght,” and “they have built the high places
of Tophet [related to Molech worship] . . .
to burn their sonsand their daughtersin the
fire, which | did not command, nor did it
comeinto My heart” (Jeremiah 7:30-31).

In the ancient Phoenician city of
Carthage—part of the Canaanite cul-
ture—some 20,000 urns containing the
remainsof sacrificed children werefound.
Thearchaeologists a the Site apprise us
that “the Carthaginian Tophet isthe largest
of these Phoenician Sitesand indeed isthe
largest cemetery of sacrificed humans ever
discovered. Child sacrifice took place
there dmost continuoudy for aperiod of
nearly 600 years’ (Lawrence Stager and
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Samue Wolff, Biblical Archaeological
Review, January-February 1984, p. 32).

Kletarchos, aGreek from thethird
century B.C., described thissacrifice as
the hesting up of abronze statue with out-
dretched arms. Infants placed into these
red-hot arms quickly perished.

Struggle for a nation’s heart

Obvioudy, God did not want the |srael-
itesto destroy their own offspring. When
righteous kings such as Josiah ascended
the throne, they obeyed God and abolished
the practice. “And he defiled Topheth,
whichisintheValey of the Son of Hin-
nom [in Jerusdem], that no man might
meake hisson or his daughter passthrough
thefireto Molech” (2 Kings 23:10).

Some might think the prophetswere
overly harshin condemning the Canaanite
religion. Yet now, with detailed evidence
of Canaanite practicesfound by archaeol-
ogigsinthiscentury, itisclear why the
prophets were uncompromising.

“The prophets and chroniclerstended
to be thought of asmenwho, intheir zed
for'Yahweh and their anger againgt foreign
religions, had probably gonetoo far,”
writes one author. “ This objection was
leveled a the Bible right up to the present
day ... With usit is accepted asamatter
of coursethat every haf civilized commu-
nity controlsthe mordity of itscitizens.
But in Canaan in those daysthe cult of
sensudity wasregarded astheworship
of the gods, men and women progtitutes
ranked as‘ sacred’ to the followers of the
religion, therewardsfor their ‘ services
went into the templetreasuries as* offer-
ingsfor thegod.

“Thelast thing the prophets and
chroniclersdid wasto exaggerate. How
well founded their harsh wordswere has
only become fully understood sincethe
great discoveries of Ras Shamra. . .
What temptation for asimple shepherd
folk, what perilous enticement! . . . With-
out its stern mord law, without itsfaith
in one God, without the commanding
figures of its prophets, |srael would never
have been able to survivethis struggle
with the Baals, with the religions of the
fertility goddesses, with the Asherim and
the high places” (Werner Keller, The
Bible as History, Bantam Books, New

Continued on page 29
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York, 1980, pp. 286, 289).

Thusthe periodic backdiding of |srael
into Bad worship described in the book of
Judgesisaredistic depiction. Thedescrip-
tion draws support from the archaeologicd
findsthat document the struggle for the
soul of Isradl. God persevered in sending
His messengersto warn His people of the
dangers of Baalism. An gpt description of
this struggle was penned by Nehemiah:

“And they took strong citiesand arich
land, and possessed housesfull of dl
goods, cisterns dready dug, vineyards,
olive groves, and fruit treesin abundance.
So they ate and werefilled and grew fat,
and delighted themsdlvesinYour great
goodness. Neverthelessthey were disobe-
dient and rebelled against You, cast Your
law behind their backs and killed Your
prophets, who testified against them to
turn them to Yoursdlf; and they worked
grest provocations.

“ThereforeYou ddlivered theminto the
hand of their enemies, who oppressed
them; and in thetimeof their trouble,
when they cried to'You, You heard from
heaven; and according to Your abundant
merciesYou gave them ddliverers[judges]
who saved them from the hand of their
enemies. But after they had ret, they again
did evil beforeYou. ThereforeYou left
theminthehand of thelr enemies. . . Yet
when they returned and cried out to You,
You heard from heaven; and many times
You delivered them according to Your
mercies’ (Nehemiah 9:25-28).

A nation’s early years

Thebook of Judgesisnot just documen-
tation of ancient victoriesand heroic acts. It
representsaredidtic description of afledg-
ling nation that began to assmilate the per-
verse culture of its defeated foes. The book
candidly revedslsrad’s struggle—not
aways successful—againg the barbaric
Canaaniterdigion. It explains|srad'sfre-
quent relgpses and resultant humiliating
defeatsat the hands of itsenemies. Through
it dl one congtant factor showsthrough:
God, whois concerned about the mord and
spiritud life of Hispeople.

Futureissues of The Good Newswill
examine additiond archaeologicd finds
that confirm and hel p usunderstand the
biblicd record. G
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King David's Reign:
A Nation United

Secular historians
once questioned
the historicity of
King David.
However, recent
archaeological
discoveries confirm
the evidence

for his existence
and reign.

Fad
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by Mario Seiglie

n earlier issues The Good News has exam-
ined archaeologica discoveriesthat confirm
and help us better understand the biblical

accountsin thefive books of Mosesand Isradl’s
history as recorded in Joshuaand Judges. Inthis
issue we focus on the beginning of the lsraelite
monarchy, thetime of King David. The Bibledis-
cussesthis period in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel
and 1 Chronicles.

When the period described in the book of
Judges ended, anew age arrived with the kings of
Isradl, an eralasting more than 400 years. (It came
to atragic close with the kingdoms of Isragl and
Judah both being taken into captivity and exile)

Themonarchy lacked an auspicious beginning.
God eventudly rejected Saul, thefirst king,
because of his continual disobedience. David, the
son of Jesse, replaced Saull.

David'sreign began the golden age of Isradl.
This powerful king wisely governed the tribes
of Isradl, forging them into aunified nation.

God blessed this obedient and multitalented
man. David was not only avaliant soldier, but
agreat military strategi<t, able administrator,

Fragments of an inscription recovered at the site
of biblical Dan prove that David was a historical
figure. The inscription refers to the “house of
David,” the dynasty founded by King David.
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diplomat, composer and musician.

Under David'sinspired |leadership, |sragl soon
became powerful, extending its northern frontiers
to the River Euphrates and its southern bordersto
the Red Sea. “And David defeated Hadadezer
king of Zobah asfar asHamath, ashewent to
establish his power by the River Euphrates. . .

So David reigned over dl |sradl, and administered
judgment and justice to dl his people” (1 Chroni-
cles18:3, 14).

After centuries of | sradlite struggle against
the Canaanites and Philistines, it was David who
finaly triumphed decisively over |sragl’sene-
mies. The ensuing peace freed the |sraglitesto
make full use of the formidable natural resources
of thearea. Thisliberty produced great prosperity.
From their humble beginning asadave people,
then as pastoral tribes, they ascended to great
heights. David transformed Israel into ahighly
organized state that would later leave alasting
mark on Western civilization.

“Thereign of David,” comments one authority,
“marks—politically spesking—Isragl’sgolden
age. A power vacuum in both Egypt and Meso-
potamiamadeit possiblefor thetribesthat had
entered Canaan under Joshuaafew centuries
earlier to become amighty nation . . . David was
king of an area extending from the Red Seato the
Euphrates’ (The International Sandard Bible
Encyclopedia, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1982,
Val. I, p. 915).

With the flourishing of the materia culture of
Israel comes enough physica evidence of |sradlit-
ish presence to be confirmed by archaeology.

“The purpose of Biblicd archaeology,”
explainsarchaeol ogist Bryant Wood, “isto
enhance our comprehension of the Bible, and so
its grestest achievement, in my view, has beenthe
extraordinary illumination of . . . thetime of the
Israelitemonarchy, ¢. 1000-586 B.CE. . ..
[whereas] exploring thet prehistory [the pre-
monarchic age] ischalenging: It requirestracing
the archaeol ogical record of apastora commu-
nity, rather than an agrarian-based political entity
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[asin David'stime] that built citiesand
made contacts with surrounding nations’
(Biblical Archaeology Review, May-June
1995, pp. 33, 35).

Jerusalem as Israel’s new capital

David was originally headquartered in
Hebron, in southern Judah, but now, with
all 13 tribesaccepting hisrulership, he
needed a central base from which to gov-
ern. Anideal place was on the northern
border of Judah, the city of Jebus, aso
called Jerusdem, but it wasin the hands
of the Jebusites, aremnant Canaanite
tribe that had heavily fortified the city.
“And David and all |srael went to
Jerusalem, which is Jebus, where the
Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the
land” (1 Chronicles 11:4).

A few centuries earlier, Joshua had
attempted to conquer the city of Jebus but
hed failed. “Asfor the Jebusites, the inhal-
itants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah
could not drive them out; but the Jebusites
dwell with the children of Judah at
Jerusalemtothisday” (Joshua 15:63).

After Joshua s desth the Israglites
briefly conquered Jeruslem. “Now
the children of Judah fought against
Jerusalem and took it; they struck it with
the edge of the sword and set thecity on
fire’ (Judges 1:8). Yet the surviving inhab-
itants soon rebuilt the city. From that
moment they successfully resisted
|sradlite attacks until thetime of David.
“But the children of Benjamin did not
drive out the Jebusites who inhabited
Jerusdem; so the Jebusites dwell with the
children of Benjaminin Jerusdemto this
day” (Judges 1:21).

The city was built on amount in the
midst of alarge valey in the Judean
mountains. It seemed impenetrable.
When the Jebusites noticed David and
his men were ready to attack them, they
mocked their feeble efforts. “And the
king and his men went to Jerusalem
againgt the Jebusites, the inhabitants of
the land, who spoke to David, saying,
“You shadl not comein here; but the
blind and the lame will repel you, . . ”
(2 Samuel 5:6).

Yet David did not attempt afrontal
attack on thefortress. Insteed, he found

An artist's rendering shows Jerusalem as it may have appeared when David made it his
capital. The city is connected by a narrow ridge to Mount Moriah, future site of the tem-
ple, in the background. Eventually the ridge was expanded and the entire area was
called Mount Zion. At lower right, a procession bearing the ark enters the city.

theAchilles hedl of the Jebusite defenses,
ahidden water shaft that wound itsway
up into the city. Such ashaft for transport-
ing water was acommon fegture of many
fortified cities of that time. “Aswas char-
acterigtic of al the grest walled cities

of Canaan,” notes Eugene Merrill,
“Jerusalem had avertica water shaft con-
necting with atunnel leading to an under-
ground water supply outsdethewalls. As
necessary asthese sysemswerefor the

survival of acity under sege, they dso
congtituted amgjor weaknessin that they
provided accessinto the city for anyone
who could find the entrance” (Kingdom
of Priests, Baker Book House Co., Grand
Rapids, 1987, p. 236).

When David discovered the entrance,
heredlized it wasaway to secretly enter the
city and open itsgates. “Whoever climbs
up by way of thewater shaft and defeatsthe
Jebustes” hetold hismen, “shdl be chief




and cgptain” (2 Samuel 5:8).

In1 Chronicles11:6-7 wefind who
gained the honor: “And Joab the son of
Zeruiah went up first, and became chief.
Then David dwelt in the stronghold;
therefore they cdled it the City of David.”

Morethan acentury ago CharlesWar-
ren, aBritish officer, found awater shaft
in Jerusalem with festures similar to those
described in the Bible account. Charles
Preffer, aprofessor of ancient literature,
explainsthe sgnificance of the discovery.
“The capture of Jerusalem by David isof
interest to archaeologists” hewrote,
“dince he used astrategy whichinvolved
the Gihon Spring, on the eastern dope of
Mount Zion . . . Joab went up first and
was rewarded by becoming commander
of David'sarmy . ..

“Thistunnel has been identified with
Warren's Shaft. The shaft was dug
through the limestone above the Gihon
Spring dl theway up to the surfece, adis-
tance of 24 meters. . . The discovery of a

Jebusitewall farther down the dope
toward the Gihon Spring increasesthe
possibility that Joab could have secretly
entered thecity . . . through Warren's
Shaft” (The Biblical World: A Dictionary
of Biblical Archaeology, 1966, Baker
Book House, Grand Rapids, p. 373).

King David's Jerusalem

After David conquered the Jebusite
fortress, it became known asthe City of
David. Ashisreign prospered he soon
began building to extend the city. “ Then
David dwelt in the stronghold, and called
it the City of David. And David built al
around from the Millo and inward. So
David went on and became greet, and the
Lorp God of hostswaswith him”

(2 Samud 5:9-10).

The mount on which the Jebusite
fortress stood was called Mount Zion.
“Nevertheless David took the stronghold
of Zion (that is, the City of David)” (verse
7). Close by, to the north, wasahill caled

Mount Moriah, which David bought from
Ornan the Jebusite.

“Therefore, theangd of the LorD
commanded Gad to say to David thet
David should go and erect an dtar tothe
Lorb on thethreshing floor of Ornanthe
Jebusite. . . So David gave Ornan Six
hundred shekels of gold by weight for the
place. And David built therean dtar to
the Lorb, and offered burnt offeringsand
peace offerings, and called on the Lorb;
and He answered him from heaven by fire
ontheadltar of burnt offering” (1 Chroni-
cles21:18, 25-26).

Eventudly David moved the taberna-
cleand the ark of the covenant to this
area, and later King Solomon built his
meagnificent temple on Mount Moriah.
“Now Solomon began to build the house
of the Lorb &t Jerusdlem on Mount
Moriah, where the LorD had appeared to
hisfather David, at the place that David
had prepared on the threshing floor of

Continued on page 29

The Battle at the Pool of Gibeon

vides additional evidence of the authenticity of the biblical

accounts of David's days.

Before David had secured leadership over all the tribes of
Israel, Abner, who had been Saul’s general, served one of

I n 1956 another remarkable discovery was made that pro-

into solid rock to reach the water table 82 feet below.

Saul’s sons. Abner brought his army to fight David's army, led
by Joab. Abner’s and Joab's troops met beside a famous water
supply of that day called the pool of Gibeon.

“And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David,
went out and met them by the pool of Gibeon. So they sat
down, one on one side of the pool and the other on the other

20 The Good Nev;s‘h.h

side of the pool. Then Abner said to Joab, ‘Let the young men
now arise and compete before us.” And Joab said, ‘Let them
arise.” So they arose and went over by number, twelve from
Benjamin, followers of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve
from the servants of David. And each one grasped his oppo-
nent by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent's side;
so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called
the Field of Sharp Swords, which is in Gibeon. So there was a
very fierce battle that day, and Abner and the men of Israel
were beaten before the servants of David” (2 Samuel 2:13-17).

James Pritchard conducted an exploration of this site from
1956 to 1962. He discovered 31 jar handles bearing the
Hebrew name Gibeon, which confirmed the site. Early in his
search archaeologist Pritchard located a round water shaft, 37
feet in diameter, that led to a pool used by the city. This shaft,
comments Biblical Archaeology Review, “was cut into the
limestone bedrock to a depth of over 82 feet. Also cut into the
limestone are a staircase and railing, which wind down to a
level floor about halfway to the bottom of the shaft. From
there, the stairs drop straight down another 45 feet—to the
level of the water table” (May-June 1995, p. 43).

In the same issue archaeologist Bryant Wood concludes: “A
large pool at Gibeon is no doubt the pool where the forces of
Israel’s second king, David, fought under Joab against the
forces of Saul’s son Ishbosheth under Abner” (p. 33).

This find was listed by Biblical Archaeology Review as one
of the top 10 discoveries in biblical archaeology. It reveals yet
another example of the accuracy of even the incidental details
of the biblical account.

—Mario Seiglie
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Archaeology

Continued from page 24

Ornanthe Jebusite’ (2 Chronicles 3:1).

In Solomon’stimethe | sraglitesfinally
completed an earthwork that filled the area
between the two mounts, making them
one. Thewhole areawasthen called
Mount Zion and was no more known as
Moariah. “With the establishment of the
ark first in the Jebusite fortressand thenin
the newly built temple” according to one
source, “Zion became known asthe
sacred dwelling plece of 1sragl’s Lord, the
One‘who dwelsin Zion' (Ps. 9:11)" (The
International Standard Bible Encyclope-
dia, 1982,Val. 4, p. 1198).

Eventudly Zion would be used not
only to denotethetemple area, but asa
symbol for Jerusalem, itsinhabitantsand,
findly, the people of God.

Confirmation of David’s existence

Some historians and critics have ques-
tioned the existence of King David and
have relegated Old Testament accounts
about him to the status of mythology.

“I am not theonly scholar,” remarks Philip
Davies, “who suspectsthat the figure of
King David isabout ashigtorica asKing
Arthur” (Biblical Archaeology Review,
July-August 1994, p. 55). Such professors
cast doubt on thereliagbility of the biblica
record and underminethefaith of others.
They dso rarely acknowledge the many
discoveriesthat have corroborated the
biblica account.

For instance, in 1993 archaeol ogists
discovered the names of David and |srael
inaninscription carved in stone only 100
yearsafter David's death. Reports Bibli-
cal Archaeology Review: “It'snot often
that an archaeological find makesthe
front page of the New York Times (to say
nothing of Time magazine). But that is
what happened last summer to adiscov-
ery a Tel Dan, abeautiful moundin
northern Galilee, at the foot of Mount
Hermon beside one of the headwaters
of the Jordan River.

“There Avraham Biran and histeam
of archaeol ogists found aremarkable
inscription from the ninth century B.C.E.
thet refers both to the* House of David'
and tothe‘King of Isragl. Thisisthefirst
timethat the name David has been found
inany ancient inscription outside the
Bible’ (Biblical Archaeological Review,

March-April 1994, p. 26). More and more
extrabiblical evidenceinvolving Bible
names and placesis being discovered as
the years go by. The skeptics are gradu-
aly having to retreat.

Later another scholar found the name
“House of David” inthe inscriptions of
the famous M ogbite Stone, also called the
Meshastela, dated to the ninth century
B.C., about 100 years after David'sreign.
Itishard to understand how David’'sname
could appear in historical recordsif he
were nothing but alater literary creation.

Anson Rainey, professor of ancient
Near Eastern cultures, cautionsthe
unwary about believing that the accounts
of David and other biblica charactersare
but legends. “As someone who studies
ancient inscriptionsinthe origind, | have
aresponshility to warn thelay audience
that the new fad, the * decongtructionist
schoal, ... ismerdly acircleof dilet-
tantes. Their view that nothing in Biblica
tradition isearlier than the Persian period
[540-330B.C.], especidly their denid of
the existence of aUnited Monarchy, is
afigment of their vainimagination. The
name ‘House of David' inthe Tel Dan and
Meshainscriptions sounds the desth knell
to their specious conceit. Biblica scholar-
ship and ingtruction should completely
ignorethe ‘ deconstructionist schoal.

They have nothing to teach us’ (Biblical
Archaeology Review, November-
December 1994, p. 47).

Although some criticswill not admit as
much, the accumulating physical evidence
confirms rather than denieswhat iswritten
in God'sWord. But, for those who have
fathinwhat God hassaid inthe Bible, it
isnot necessary to find materia remains
to corroborate these accounts. The gpostle
Paul boldly affirmsthat God “cannot lie”
(Titus 1:2).

However, in some cases physica evi-
dence of the events and people described
in the Scriptures has survived the ravages
of timeand serves asawitnessto His
faithfulness. This comforts and consoles
usin our faith, as Paul wrote, “for what-
ever thingswerewritten before were writ-
ten for our learning, that we through the
patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope’ (Romans 15:4).

The Good Newswill continueto exam-
inearchaeological findsthat verify the
accuracy of the Bibleand help us better
understand the biblical record. an

January/February 1998

21



King Solomon’s Reign:
Israel’'s Golden Years

What has archaeol-
ogy revealed about
King Solomon’s
reign in the 10th
century B.C.¢
Remarkably, there
is much evidence
to corroborate the
biblical account.

.._.__=!,:. B 2 Ry -'ﬂ
18 The Good News

by Mario Seiglie

n earlier issues The Good News has discussed
variousarchaeologicd findsthat illuminate and
verify thebiblica record. Inthisissue, we
focus on thereign of Solomon, successor of David
asking of Isradl.

Once David had consolidated the |sralite
empire, under the guidance of God he chose hisson
Solomon to be his successor. The reign of thisyoung
man becametruly legendary. Under Solomon'srule
|srael reached the pinnacle of wedth and power.
Tragicdly, the glory of Solomon’skingdom barely
outlasted hisown lifetime.

What has archaeol ogy revesled about King
Solomon’sreignin the 10th century B.C.? Remark-
ably, thereismuch evidence to corroborate the bibli-
cal account.

Unusual period of peace

What doesthe Bible say about the wider interna:
tiona condition during Solomon’stime? God had
told David: “Behold, ason shdl be born to you, who
shdl beaman of rest; and | will give himrest from
all hisenemiesall around. Hisname shall be
Solomon [meaning ‘ peaceful'], for | will give peace

This aerial view of excavations at Hazor shows
construction from Solomon’s time. The same
construction methods for the city gate were dis-
covered at Hazor as at Megiddo and Gezer, con-
firming the account that Solomon constructed
fortifications at these three cities (1 Kings 9:15).

and quietnessto Isradl inhisdays’ (1 Chronicles
22:9, emphasis added throughout).

Wasthisatime of peacein |srael ?What do the
archaeologica records show? From contemporary
Egyptian, Assyrian and Babylonian inscriptions, we
find these once-powerful kingdoms afflicted by mili-
tary weakness.

Assyriawas occupied with constant battlesagainst
theArameans. Internd strife over dynastic disputes
further weakened the kingdom. “ These Assyrian pre-
occupations” states Donald Wiseman, professor of
Assyriology, “left David and Solomon freeto extend
thelr own territory into south Syria. Theintruders
from the Syrian desert impoverished Assyriaunder
theaged Ashurnasirpd | .. " (The International San-
dard Bible Encyclopedia, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids,
1979,Val. 1, p. 334). Meanwhile, theAssyriansheld
the Babyloniansin check, blocking any Chadean
intrusoninto Isradliteterritory.

On lsrael’s southern flank, the Egyptianswere
aso experiencing agenera decline. Commenting
on the beginning of thislong period of weakness,
one authority observes: “After the empire [of the
previous centuries|, Egypt never regained her for-
mer dominance in the eastern Mediterranean world

.. Inlarge part thisforeign weakness arose from
domestic weakness. Egypt kept bregking up into
smaller states . . . From the time of Samuel to the
fall of the kingdom of Israel, Egypt was normaly
inagtate of divided weskness’ (The Interpreter’'s
Dictionary of the Bible, Abingdon, Nashville,1962,
Val. 2, p. 52).

Thisinternationa backdrop isfaithfully
reflected in the biblical account. In fact, the weak
priestly dynasty ruling Egypt made great conces-
sionsto Solomon because of hisincreasing power
and influence.

Opinion among scholarsisdivided over which
pharaoh was Solomon's contemporary. Eugene
Merrill believesit was Siamun. “. . . Siamun soon
redized that Solomon wasto beruler of akingdom
whichwould riva or even exceed hisown in power
and influence. He therefore decided it wasto hisbest
advantageto cultivate amicablerelationswith the
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young monarch, evento the extent of recog-
nizing him asan equa. That thisisthe case
isclear from hiswillingnessto provide his
own daughter asawifefor Solomon, acon-
cesson dmost without paralel in Egyptian
history sinceit wasacandid admisson to
theworld of Egypt’swesknessand concilia
tion. Normally Egyptian kingstook foreign
princesses but did not give up their own
daughtersto foreign kings’ (Kingdom of
Priests, Baker, Grand Rapids, 1987, p. 292.
Compareto David Rohl, A Test of Time:
The Bible—From Myth to History, Arrow
Books, London, 1996, pp. 173-185).

Itisclear from the history of the
neighboring countriesthat an unusual
eraof peace enveloped |sradl, enabling
Solomon to greatly develop and enrich his
nation through many profitable commer-
cid aliances.

Prosperous alliance with Phoenicia

Not only did Solomon lack foreign
enemies, hefound apowerful aly in King
Hiram, afaithful friend of hisfather, David.

“Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his ser-
vants to Solomon, because he heard that
they had anointed him king in place of his
father, for Hiram had always|oved David
... So the Lorp gave Solomon wisdom, as
He had promised him; and there was peace
between Hiramand Solomon, and the two
of them made a treaty together” (1 Kings
51, 12).

Regarding thistreaty, athousand years
later the Jewish historian Josephus noted
that copies of thisaliance could bereadin
the public archivesin Tyre. “The copies of
these epistles” writes Josephus, “remain a
thisday, and are preserved not only in our
books, but anong the Tyrians a so; inso-
much that if any onewould know the
certainty about them, he may desire of the
keepers of the public records of Tyreto
shew him them, and hewill find what is
there set down to agree with what we have
sad’ (Antiquities of the Jews, Book VIII,
Chapter |1, Section 7).

In Solomon'sday, the | sradlites were
just beginning to clearly definetheir own
culture. To initiate such vest projects asthe
temple (see G. Ernest Wright, “The
Stevens' Reconstruction of the Solomonic
Temple” Biblical Archaeologigt, Vol. 18,

1955, pp. 41-44), fortified towns and mar-
itimetrade, Solomon could have found no
more enterprising apeopleto help than
the Phoenicians.

One author explains, “ Solomonwasa
thoroughly progressiveruler. He had aflair
for exploiting foreign brainsand foreign
kill and turning them to his own advantage.
That was the secret, otherwise scarcely
understandable, of how the[nation] . . .
devel oped by legps and boundsinto afirst
class economic organism. Hereaso wasto
be found the secret of hiswedlth which the
Bible emphasises. Solomon imported smelt-
ing techniciansfrom Phoenicia. Huram. . .,

acraftsman from Tyre, was entrusted with
the cagting of the Temple furnishings
(1Kings7:13, 14). In Ezion-Geber
Solomon founded animportant enterprise
for overseastrade. . . The Phoenicianshad
behind them practica experience accumu-
lated over many centuries. Solomon there-
fore sent to Tyrefor specidigtsfor his
dockyardsand sailorsfor hisships. ‘And
Hiram sent in the navy his servants, ship-
men thet had knowledge of thesea. . !
(1Kings9:27)" (Werner Keller, The Bible
AsHistory, Bantam, New York, 1980, pp.
211-212. On Ezion-Geber, see Gary D.
Pratico, “WhereIsEzion-Geber?”, Biblical




Archaeol ogy Review, September/October
1986, pp. 24-35; Alexander Flinder, “1sThis
Solomon's Seaport?’, Biblical Archaeology
Review, July/August 1989, pp. 31-42).
Archaeologistswho have studied the
remains of Solomon'stime clearly seethe
Phoenician influence which the Bible,
instead of hiding thefacts, candidly admits.
“Wherethe | sradlites replaced Canaanite
towns, the quaity of housing was notice-
ably poorer,” says The New Bible Dictio-
nary, “though standards improved rapidly
inthe days of David and Solomon, partly
through Phoenicianinfluence. .. The

Temple Mount is disputed between Arabs
and Jews, no excavations are permitted in
theimmediate areawhere Solomon’stem-
ple existed. But the Bible mentionsthree
other citiesthat Solomon expanded and
fortified. Doesany archaeological evidence
support the biblical record?

Thefirg city mentioned isHazor, a
northern I sradlite habitation that waslost in
time until acentury ago. Thefirst extensive
excavationswere done under the direction
of archaeologist Yigedl Yadin in the 1950s.
Hewrites about Hazor, “What I’ m about to
say may sound like something out of a

An artist’s rendering depicts Solomon’s mag-
nificent temple, constructed on a hill above
Jerusalem (inset) as a permanent home for
the ark of the covenant. The ark rested in the

ple. Before the temple were an altar and a
huge bronze basin used for cleansing rituals.

Holy of Holies, a room at the rear of the tem- *

commonest-type house. . . hasbecome
known generdly asthe four-room house,
which appearsto bean origind |sradlite
concept” (Inter-Varsity Press, Downers
Grove, Illinois, 1982, p. 490).

Great construction projects

Throughout Israel, Solomon fortified the
greet cities: “And thisisthe reason for the
labor force which King Solomon raised: to
build the house of the Lorb, hisown house,
the Millo, thewall of Jerusalem, Hazor,
Megiddo, and Gezer” (1 Kings 9:15).

Regarding Jerusdem, aslong asthe
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detective story, but it'strue. Our great guide
wastheBible. Asan archaeologigt, | can't
imagine anything more exciting than to
work with the Biblein one hand and aspade
inthe other. Thiswasthered secret of our
discovery of the Solomonic period” (Hazor,
Random House, New York, 1975, p. 187).

Yadin found the elaborate and sturdy
main gate and part of thewall, which
archaeologists now cal the Solomonic style
of architecture. Eventudly, hefound the
same Solomonic-type gatein al three of
the citiesmentioned in the Bible.

In the most recent excavation of

Megiddoin 1993, archaeologists Israel
Finkelstein and David Ussishkin report,
“The grandeur of Solomon’'sMegiddois
clearly evident in the archaeol ogica finds
a Megiddo—in large palaces, with fine,
smooth-faced ashlar masonry and in elabo-
rate decorative stonework” (“Back to
Megiddo,” Biblical Archaeology Review,
January/February 1994, p. 36).
Archaeologist Bryant Wood sums up the
discoveries. “Probably the most famous of
thearchitectural findsrelated to the king-
dom period arethe early tenth-century
‘ Solomonic gates a Megiddo, Hazor and
Gezer, built by David's son Solomon.. . ”
(“Scholars Spesk Out,” Biblical Archaeol-
ogy Review, May/June 1995, p. 34). Sothe
biblical account accords nicely withthe
archaeologica evidence.

Enter the queen of Sheba

One of themost colorful accounts about
Solomon isrelegated to myth by some
scholars. It concernsthe visit of the queen
of Sheba

“Now when the queen of Shebaheard of
the fame of Solomon concerning the name
of the Lorp, she cameto test him with hard
questions. She cameto Jerusdemwitha
very great retinue, with camelsthat bore
spices, very much gold, and precious Stones,
and when she came to Solomon, she spoke
with him about dl that wasin her heart. So
Solomon answered al her questions; there
was nothing so difficult for theking that he
could not explainittoher. ..

“Then shesaid totheking: ‘It wasatrue
report which | heard in my own land about
your words and your wisdom. However |
did not believe thewords until | cameand
saw with my own eyes, and indeed the half
was not told me. Your wisdom and prosper-
ity exceed the fame of which | heard. Happy
areyour men and happy arethese your ser-
vants, who stand continualy before you and
hear your wisdom! Blessed bethe LorD
your God. . . Then she gavetheking one
hundred and twenty talents of gold, spices
in great quantity, and precious stones. There
never again came such abundance of spices
asthe queen of Sheba gaveto King
Solomon” (1 Kings 10:1-10).

Thisstory has been theinspiration for
many paintings and movies, but doesit have
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historica backing?Where was the kingdom
of Sheba? Until this century, the sands of
time very probably covered up much of this
great kingdom of the past.

Yet it waswell known by some of the
classical Greek and Roman writers. “In
happy Arabia” wrote Dionysiusthe Greek
inA.D. 90, “you can awayssmell the sweet
perfume of marvelous spices, whether it be
incense or wonderful myrrh. Itsinhabitants
have greet flocks of sheep in the meadows,
and birdsfly infrom distant ides bringing
leaves of pure cinnamon.”

Another Greek historian, Diodorus
(100B.C.), writes: “These people surpass
inrichesand luxuries not only their Arab
neighbors, but also therest of the world.
They drink out of cups made of gold and
silver . .. The Sabeansenjoy thisluxury
because they are convinced that riches
which comefrom the earth are the favor of
the gods and should be shown to others”

The Roman Emperor Augustus actudly
sent an army of 10,000 men to southern
Arabiato plunder thiswedlth. But the with-
ering desert and frequent plagues decimated
thearmy before they could arrivein the
capital. They never fulfilled their mission.

Scholars generally agree that the king-
dom of Shebais|ocated in the southern
end of the Arabian Peninsula, now called
Yemen. Theareais quiteisolated and deso-
late now, but this has not always been the
case. “The most prominent of the Arab
states. . . during thefirst half of the 1st
millennium B.C.,” comments The New
Bible Dictionary, “ Shebawas ruled by
mukarribs, priest-kings, who supervised
both the political affairsand the polytheis-
tic worship of the sun, moon and star gods.
Explorations[in 1950-1953] . . . found
some outstanding examples of Sabean art
and architecture, especialy the temple of
the moon-god at Marib, the capital, which
datesfrom the 7th century B.C. .. ”

(p. 1087).

Until this century, thisareaof Yemen was
largely off-limitsto archaeol ogists. Now,
up to 4,000 inscriptions of thisancient king-
dom have cometo light, confirming that one
of thefour nationsin the areawas called
Shebaand that the population of at least one
of itscitiestotaled amillion.

This part of the world was not ways

dry and barren. It
once had abundant
water whichiirri-
gated the precious
spicecrops. The
two most popular
Spices grown were
frankincense (a
resin of incense)
and myrrh. Thefra
grant perfume of
frankincense was
used in templesand
homes of therichto
ask favors from the
gods. Myrrhwas
anindispensable ail
used asabeauty aid
to kegp theskin
smooth and soft,
and was aso used
to embam the dead.
The Magi gave
these two valuable
spicesto theinfant
Jesus as giftsfit for
anewborn king
(Matthew 2:11).
The evidence of
abundant weter in
Shebacomesfrom

theremansof ahUge - solomon's territories stretched from the Red Sea in the south to

damfoundinthe the Euphrates River in the north. It encompassed most of modern
area, and explains Israel and parts of present-day Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.
how it could be

called “Happy Arabia’ by the ancients. It has lost much of itsfertility dueto lack
“A gigantic dam blocked the river of weter.
Adhanat in Sheba,” writes Dr. Keller, Thereismuchto explorein thisarea of

“collecting therainfall from awide area. ancient Sheba, and it istill adangerous
Thewater wasthen led off in canalsfor placeto go, but much scientific progress has
irrigation purposes, whichwaswhat gave  been made. Investigations continue up to the
theland itsfertility. Remains of thistechni-  present time. What the famed archaeol ogist
ca marvel in the shape of wallsover 60 W.F. Albright remarked about these excava-
feet high till defy the sand-dunes of the tionsin 1953 il holdstrue: “They arein
desart. Just asHolland isin moderntimes  process of revolutionizing our knowledge
the Land of Tulips, so Shebawasthenthe  of Southern Arabia's cultural history and
Land of Spices, one vast fairy-likescented  chronology. Up to now the resultsto hand
garden of the costliest spicesintheworld.  demonstrate the political and cultural pri-
Inthe midst of it lay the capital, whichwas macy of Shebain thefirst centuries after
called Marib. That was until 542 B.C.— 1000B.C” (Kéler, p. 227).

then the dam burst. Theimportunate desert Astime goes by, more archaeol ogical
crept over thefertilelandsand destroyed  evidence continuesto indicate that

them” (The Bible AsHistory, p. 225). This ~ Solomon'’sreign was actualy as magnifi-
isthe present state of most of thecountry.  cent asthe Biblefaithfully records. G




With this wealth of
information about
Assyrian history, it

would be natural
to expect some
mention of the
long relationship
between Israel
and Assyria, as
well as the final
Assyrian victory
over the northern
tribes. This is pre-
cisely what has
been found.
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The Early Kings of Israel:
A Kingdom Divided

by Mario Seiglie

issues of The Good News have cov-
ered some of the archaeologicd evidence
that confirmsand clarifiesthebiblica

record from Genesisthrough Solomon's kingdom.
We continue the sory with the breskup of 1srad,
looking firgt at the archaeol ogica evidencefor the
northern 10tribes of |srael and their rulers. Later we
will direct our attention to the nation of Judah, which
outlived the kingdom of Isradl by morethan acentury.

After Solomon'’stragic gpostasy asaruler, God
removed the blessings of national unity fromthe
tribes of |sradl. He had told Jeroboam, the futureking
of thenorthern 10 tribes of Israd: “Behold, | will tear
the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will
givetentribesto you (but he shall have onetribefor
the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of
Jerusalem. . .), becausethey haveforsaken Me, and
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sdonians. . .
and have not walked in My waysto do what isright
in My eyesand keep My statutes and My judgments,
asdid hisfather David” (1 Kings11:31-33).

Around 930 B.C. the united kingdom was
divided, with Jeroboam governing the northern 10
tribes and Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, governing the
two southern ones, Judah and Benjamin. (Aspriests,
agood portion of thetribe of Levi eventualy either
reseitled in or remained with the southern kingdom.)
Ashath of their wicked reigns came to an end—and
according to God's prophecies of punishment for
disobedience—ominous clouds began to appear over
|sradl’s northern horizon. Assyriabegan to avaken as
apowerful enemy inthat region.

Eugene Merrill suggests: “ Perceptive observers of
theworld scene could dready discernby 900[B.C]
the dtirrings of the Assyrian giant. Though it would
beadmogt fifty yearsbefore they fel benesthitshed,
thelittle kingdoms of the west could hear it coming”
(Kingdom of Priests, Baker Book House, Grand
Rapids, 1996, p. 336).

Oncelgradl came under Assyriasexpanding
imperid reach, archaeological evidenceattesting to
|srael’shigtorical evidenceincreases. Not only were
the Assyrians meticulous recorders of their political,
economic and religiouslife; they aso developed an
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exquisite slone-carving technique, called bas-relief,
which recordstheir lives and accomplishmentson
numerous palacewalls.

Inthe 19th century British archaeologists exca
vated many of Assyriasprincipd cities. Nineveh, one
of severd capitasduring the history of theempire,
has been extensively explored. Archaeologistshave
even foundin one of those capitasavest library of
cuneiform tabletsthat belonged to one of Assyrid's
find kings, Ashurbanipd (ca 669-627 B.C.).

With thiswedth of informeation about Assyrian
history, it would be natura to expect somemention
of thelong relationship between Israd and Assyria,
aswell asthefina Assyrian victory over the northern
tribes. Thisis precisely what has been found.

Omri, king of the house of Israel

After Jeroboam’s short-lived dynasty cameto an
end around 905 B.C., the next dynasty of importance
wasfounded by Omri (881-870B.C.). Heismen-
tioned in Assyrian monumentsfor hismilitary
exploitsand his establishment of Samaria, avast
fortresscity that became the capitd for the northern
tribes. Because of hisimpressive military and politi-
cal achievementsand Omrri’sline of powerful suc-
cessors, theAssyrianswould refer to Israel as“the
land of Omri” evenlong after the Omride dynasty
had ceasad to exist.

“The reputation of Omri won by hisachieve-
ments” says The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible,
“isevidenced by thefact thet for over acentury after
his death, Samariawas caled in the Assyrian records
‘House of Omri’ and theland of Isradl the‘land of
Omri’” (Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1962, p. 601).

Not only isKing Omri mentioned in Assyrian
records, but heis named on amonument made by
oneof |srael’s eastern neighbors, the Moabites.

The Moabite Stone

Morethan acentury ago anArab chieftain
showed an Anglican missionary abeautiful black
monument that had been discovered a Dibon, esst
of the Jordan River, the region of ancient Moab. This
discovery triggered fierce competition among the
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Western nations, which sought to acquire
thisMoabite Stone (aso called the Mesha
Sela), dated to the ninth century B.C. What
has survived of the monument isfound
today in the Louvre museum in Paris. The
monument itself isarecord of how King
Meshaof Moab rebelled againg and finaly
rolled back | sradlite domination of Moab
established by King Omri and perpetuated
by hisson Ahab.

At the beginning of thereign of Omri’s
grandson, Jehoram, the Moabites sensed
opportunity and rebelled. They were suc-
cessful ingaining independence.

Thefirst few linesof thetext record
theking'sboast: “I am Mesha, son of
Kemodh|it], king of Mesha, the Dibonite.
My father ruled over Moab for 30 years, and
| ruled after my father . . . Omri (was) king
of Isradl, and he oppressed Moab many days
...And his son succeeded him, and hetoo
sad: ‘I will oppressMoab'. . . And Omri had
taken possession of theland . . . and he dwelt
initin hisdaysand the sum of the days of
hissons: 40 years;, but [the god] Kamosh
resoreditinmy days’ (trandated by Andre
Lemaire, Biblical Archaeology Review,
May-June 1994, p. 33).

Herewefind confirmation by Isragl’s
enemies of what isrecorded in the biblical
narrative. The Bible documentsthe Moab-
ite rebdlion and subsequent independence,
but addswhat king Meshafailed to explain:
that he won the Moabites independence
only after he had sacrificed hisson to their
pagan god.

The Bible even relates the pivotal story
of that battlein therebelion. “Now Mesha
king of Moab was a sheepbreeder, and he
regularly paid theking of Isradl [referring
first to Omri, then to Ahab and now to his
grandson Jehoram] one hundred thousand
lambs and thewool of one hundred thou-
sand rams. But it happened that when Ahab
died, that the king of Moab rebelled against
theking of Israd! . ..

“And when theking of Moab saw thet the
battlewastoo fiercefor him, hetook with
him seven hundred men who drew swords,
to bresk through to the king of Edom [his
aly], but they could not. Then hetook his
eldest sonwho would havereignedin his
place, and offered him asa burnt offering
upon thewall; and therewas greet indigna:
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tion againg Israel. So they departed from
him and returned to their own land” (2 Kings
3:26-27, emphas s added throughout).

King Meshadid triumph, but (perhaps
understandably) in the M oabite Sone he
refrainsfrom any mention of the codtly price
he paid for independence.

Some critics have doubted the biblical
account of King Mesha's human sacrifice,
sinceit seemed far-fetched that aking would

The Moabite Stone records the Moab-
ites’ rebellion against three kings of
Israel—Omri, Ahab and Jehoram—
described in 2 Kings 3:26-27.

offer up hisown son and successor to the
throne. Yet in 1978 atablet from the Syrian
city of Ugarit mentionsjust thistype of sacri-
ficeduringwar. Thetext said: “O Bad, drive
away theforce from our gates, the aggressor
fromour walls. . . Afirstborn, Baal, we shall
sacrifice, a child we shall fulfill.”

Baruch Margdit, associate professor of
Biblea HaifaUniversity inIsragl, explains
what was meant inthebiblical text by Israd
having been “indignant” with Mesha's
sacrifice of hisson. “Theword denotesthe
psychological breskdown or traumathat
affected the I sralite forceswhen they
beheld the Sign of human sacrifice atop the
wallsof Kir-Hareseth. The author of the

Ugaritic text goparently anticipated thisreac-
tion of mass hysteriawhen he confidently
prediicted thewithdrawal of the attacking
force. . . It followsthat Mesha's sacrifice of
hisson, rather than unprecedented, wasin
fact anintegrd, if s8ldom implemented, part
of an age-old Canaanitetradition of sacra
warfare’ (Biblical Archaeology Review,
November-December 1986, p. 63).

Ahab'’s clash with the Assyrians

Not only did the Assyrians have great
respect for King Omri. They also had
high regard for his son Ahab, who was a
skilled and powerful military leader. The
Bible, however, isnot so much concerned
with Ahab’s military exploitsaswith his
establishment of Baal worshipin |srael
after he married the Phoenician king's
daughter Jezebel .

States The International Sandard Bible
Encyclopedia: “Ahab followed awise policy
in defense, enteringinto dliance with
Phoenicia, Judah, and even hiserstwhile
enemiestheArameans. On the other hand,
hefell under theinfluence of hisfanatica
pagan queen Jezebel, who led him to wor-
ship Baal asYahweh's peer, and conse-
quently to introduce such horrors astyranny
(LK[ingg 21), religious persecution (18:4),
and human scrifice (16:34)” (Eerdmans,
Grand Rapids, 1979, Val. 1, p. 75, “Ahab”).

Although the Bibleis quite critical of
Aha’'smordlity, it doesacknowledge his
military prowessand that he defested the
Arameansand Syrians severa times
(1Kings20:1-30). TheAssyriansaso record
amgjor battle with Ahab and acodition of
other neighboring states. Although they dedlt
Ahab’s confederation heavy losses, the battle
did temporarily halt the Assyrian advanceto
thewes.

“Ahabismentioned in the Monolith
Inscription of Shamaneser 111 (858-824
B.C.), whichtellsthe story of the greet beattle
Shamaneser fought a Qargar againgt an
Aramean-Isaditecodition . . . Ahab doneis
said to have contributed two thousand chari-
otsand ten thousand foot soldiers. Tenlesser
kingswho took part made important contri-
butionsininfantry and cavary” (ibid., p. 76).

King Ahab'’s house of ivory
Archaeol ogists haven't found only Assyr-
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ian evidencefor the existence of King Ahab.
While excavating Samariathey have found
indications of another biblical description
connected to Ahab'sreign—his house of
ivory. The Bible says of Ahab, “Now the rest
of the actsof Ahab, and dl that he did, the
ivory housewhich hebuilt and dl thecities
that he built, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of thekingsof |srael ?”
(2Kings22:39).

Herschel Shanks, editor of Biblical
Archaeology Review, writes: “An important
ivory find from the Iron Age comesfrom
Ahab's capitd in Samariawhere over 500
ivory fragmentswerefound . . . The Bible
spesks of Ahab's‘house of ivory’ (1 Kings
22:39). Doesthisrefer to the paneling of the
wallsor to the furnishings? To put the matter
differently, did theivory fragmentsfound a
Samariadecorate the wals of the building or
thefurniture? Thereis some evidence from
Nimrud that aroomin an Assyrian paace
was, in fact, paneled with ivory veneer. Was
thisthe case e Samaria? On the basis of the
evidencea hand, itisdifficult totell.

of its neighbors. Included among the scenes of the tribute
brought to Shalmaneser is the Israelite king Jehu (or his repre-
sentative) bowing before the Assyrian monarch.

Jehu kneels before an Assyrian king

Because of thewicked rule of the* house
of Omri,” God sentenced Ahab, Jezebe and
their descendantsto desth. Hewould usea
generd of the lsradlite army, Jehu, to accom-
plish most of these sentences. God told the
prophet Elijah: “Go, return onyour way to
the Wilderness of Damascus, and when you
arrive, anoint Hazadl asking over Syria Also
you shdl anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as
king over Isradl. And Elisha. . . you shall
anoint asprophet in your place. It shal be
that whoever escapesthe sword of Hazadl,
Jehuwill kill; and whoever escapesthe
sword of Jehu, Elishawill kill” (1 Kings
19:15-17). God would not dlow the enor-
moudy wicked acts of the House of Onri
to go unpunished.

Jehu eventudly killed not only Jezeb,
but dl of Ahab's children, in effect extermi-
nating the dynasty of Omri. Although Jehu
became God'srod of retribution, hefailed
topurgelsad of dl ves-
tigesof faserdigion.

O . ¥ F'.q!.“:.;tlr

“Whether paneling for thewall or decora:
tion for furniture, the houses of ivory—
based on ahighly sophisticated Phoenician
ivory industry—were for the Hebrew
prophets symbols of socia oppression and
injustice; the ‘ivory houses [mentionedin
Amos 3.15] were d o evidence of participa-
tionin the barbarous pagan practicesand
hesthen worship of Phoenicia. Based onthe
archaeological evidence, the prophetsknew
wheat they weretalking about” (Biblical
Archaeology Review, September-October
1985, p. 46).

&
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“Thus Jehu
destroyed Badl from
|gael. However
Jehu did not turn
away fromthesins
of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who
had made |sradl
sin, that is, from
the golden calves
that were at Bethel
and Dan. And the
Lorp said to Jehu,

-~

‘Because you have donewell in doing what
isrightin My sight, and have doneto the
house of Ahab dl that wasin My heart,
your sonsshdl st onthethrone of Israel to
the fourth generation.’ But Jehu took no
heed to wak in thelaw of the Loro God of
Israel with al hisheart; for he did not depart
from the snsof Jeroboam, who had made
Isradl sin. Inthose daysthe Lorp began to
cut off partsof |sragl; and Hazael conquered
themindl theterritory of Israd ..
(2Kings 10:28-32).

During the spiritual decline of Jehu
Assyriaagain began directly to threaten
Isradl. Soon Isradl was paying Assyria
tribute—protection money—to spareitsalf
warfare and invasion. The Assyrians carved
an impressive monument, called the Black
Obdlisk, to the achievements of King Shal-
maneser [11. The monument includes
detailed panels portraying King Jehu (or his
emissary) bringing tribute to the Assyrian
king. Thiselaborateillusrationisthe earli-

est known depiction of an Isradlite (king
or commoner).

Thisfamous monument of the ninth
century B.C., now prominently dis-
played inthe British Museumin Lon-
don, wasdiscoveredin 1846 inthe
Assyrian city of Nimrud. It includes

scenes depicting thetribute givento
theking and the bearers of that trib-
ute. On one side, in the second scene
from thetop, theinscription reads,
“Tribute of laua[Jehu], son of Omi.
Silver, gold, agolden bowl, agolden
beaker, golden goblets, pitchers of
gold, tin, stavesfor the hand of the
king, [and] javelins, | [Shamaneser]
received from him” (Biblical
Archaeology Review, January-
February 1995, p. 26).

The sceneisgtartling. There
beforethe Assyrian king iseither
Jehu himsdlf or one of hischief
representatives kneding in sub-
mission. The monument, includ-

ing not only hisname but his

picture, isremarkable evidence of
thisbiblica king.

Thisseriesin The Good News
will continue covering archaeo-
logical discoveriesreating tothe

later kingsof Isradl. G

Photos courtesy trustees of the British Museum




The Later Kings of Israel:

A Kingdom’s Downfall

by Mario Seiglie

he July-August issue of The Good News pre-
sented archaeol ogical evidence that confirms
and clarifiesthebiblica record of the early
kings of the northern 10 tribes of Israel after the
death of Solomon. We continue the story with the
later kingsand downfall of the kingdom.

We cometo thefina stages of the northern king-
dom (Israel) asanation. Jehu's downfal came at
the halfway mark of Isragl’s 19 kings and, tragi-
cally, the kingswho followed him would &l refuse
to repent and turn to the true God. Meanwhile,
Judah remained more faithful to God and continued
for more than acentury after thefal of the northern

10tribes of Israel. Much archaeological evidence
validatesthe account of |sragl’sfind years.

Another King Jeroboam

Jehu's great-grandson, Jeroboam 1, athough evil,
was an able military leader. Eugene Merrill explains

King Tiglath-Pileser strengthened the Assyrian empire,
making it an early superpower. After ascending the
throne, he expanded his empire by attacking and
invading smaller nearby kingdoms—including Israel.

o
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thet through his
political |eader-
ship“ Jeroboam
was ablenot only
to recover theter-
ritoriesof Israd
proper which

had fdlen over
theyearsto
Damascus, but to
bring al of south
Aramandthe
Trangordan back
under Isradlite
hegemony
(2Kings14:25-
28)" (AKingdom
of Priests, 1987,
p. 374).

At the begin-
ning of the 20th
century, the
German Orien-
tal Society
mounted an

extensive archaeological dig of Megiddo, the site
of animportant northern-kingdom stronghold.
The excavations produced abeautiful agate sed
depicting aroaring lion. The Hebrew inscription
read, “ Belonging to Shema, servant of Jeroboam.”
From the dating of the city level, certain archaeol-
ogists proposed the king referred to was Jeroboam
[l (791-751B.C.).

It isnot uncommon for sealsto appear in excava-
tionsin the Middle East. Bible commentator
William Barclay explains: “It was not the Signature
[aswe usetoday], but the sedl that authenticated. In
commercia and political documentsit wasthe sedl,
imprinted with the signet ring, which made the doc-
ument valid; it was the seal which authenticated a
will; it wasthe sedl on the mouth of asack or acrate
that guaranteed the contents. Seals were made of
pottery, metal or jewels. Inthe British Museum
there are seals of most of the Assyrian kings. The
sedl wasfixed on clay and the clay attached to the
document” (Daily Sudy Bible Commentary, Bible
Explorer, Epiphany Software, San Jose, Cdlif.).

Since sealswere durable and vital for politica
and commercial transactions, they were produced
in abundance for the upper classes of society. As
we seein this series, several seals have been found
that include the names of monarchs mentioned in
the Bible.

Collapse of a dynasty

Meanwhile, trueto God's prediction, Jehu's
dynasty lasted only “to the fourth generation”
(2Kings 10:30). Jeroboam || was of Jehu'sthird
generation. His son, Zechariah, the fourth succes-
sor, was assassinated during hisfirst year asking.
From then on, because of ever-increasing evilson
anational scae, Isragl could no longer count on
God's protection. The nation plunged headlong into
afreefal of lawlessness and disregard for God.

“In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of
Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reigned over
Isradl in Samariasix months. And hedid evil inthe
Sght of the Lorb, as hisfathers had done; hedid
not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of
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The conqueror of Israel, King Sargon of
Assyria, receives a report from Tartan,
his commander in chief. The Assyrians
recorded their conquests in exquisite
carved reliefs such as this, excavated at
an ancient Assyrian capital city.

Nebat, who had made Isradl sin. Then Shal-
lum the son of Jabesh conspired against
him, and struck and killed him in front of
the people; and hereignedin hisplace. . .
Thiswastheword of the Lorb which He
spoketo Jehu, saying, * Your sonsshall St
on thethrone of Isradl to the fourth genera:
tion. And soit was ” (2 Kings 15:8-12).

So, after dmost 90 years, Jehu's dynasty
cameto aviolent end. From then on, assas-
sinationsand politica instability would be
the ruleuntil thefinal collapse of the north-
ern kingdom. Thismilitary and political
weaknesswould makethe I sradlitesin the
north an easy prey for the resurgent Assyr-
ian Empire.

It issad to reflect on how this once-
mighty kingdom, which had halted the
Assyrian war machine acentury earlier,
could muster hardly any resistance (except
during thereign of Jeroboam I1). According
to an Assyrian inscription, King Ahab had
contributed “two thousand chariots and ten
thousand foot soldiers’ to form asuccessful
military codition to stop the Assyrian

advance. A century later, when the
Assyrian menace appeared again, the
northern Israglite armies were reduced
to “fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and

1 ten thousand foot soldiers; for the

| king of Syriahad destroyed them”
(2Kings13:7).

Shallum, the assassin of King
Azariah, lasted only amonth on the
throne before he, too, was murdered.

1 “ Shallum the son of Jabesh became
king . . . and hereigned afull month
in Samaria. For Menahem the son of
Gadi went up from Tirzah, cameto
Samaria, and struck Shallum the son
of Jabesh in Samariaand killed him;
and hereignedin hisplace” (2 Kings
15:13-15).

Assyria gains control

Menahem reigned for 10 years but
could not resist the advancing Assyr-
ianarmy. To avoid outright conquest,
he began paying the Assyrianstribute. “And
hedid evil inthesight of the Lorp . . . Pul
[Tiglath-pileser] king of Assyriacame
against theland; and Menahem gave Pul a
thousand talents of silver, that hishand
might bewith him to strengthen the king-
dom under hiscontral . . . Sotheking of
Assyriaturned back, and did not stay there
intheland” (2 Kings 15:18-20).
TheAssyrians, who meticuloudy

The Assyrians were a terrifying force as they attacked nearby kingdoms. In this

recorded their kings' triumphs, mentioned
the tribute money given by King Menahem.
The annals show the amazing

accuracy of the biblical account. “ The out-
standing event of Menahem'sreign,” notes
The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible,
“wasthe supremacy of Assyrian power in
theWest. Thisisconfirmed in detail from
Assyrian sources.. . . When Tiglath-pileser
11 of Assyrian took the throne of Babylon
in 729, he assumed the name Pulu [Pul in
theBiblg] . .. In hisannas Tiglath-pileser
recordsthereceiving of tribute from vari-
ous nations of the West—Menahem of
Samaria, Rezin of Damascus, Hiram of
Tyre, etc. A fragmentary text adds further
details about Menahem. ‘ He was over-
whelmed likeasnowstorm and fled likea
bird, done, and bowed to thefeet of his
conqueror, who returned him to his place
and imposed tribute upon him’ ” (Val. 11,
1962, p. 348).

Menahem’s son, Pekahiah, ruled for
only two years before he was murdered by
Pekah. Once on the throne, Pekah rebelled
against the Assyrians and refused to pay
tribute money. “ With Pekahiah out of the
way,” Eugene Merill writes, “ Pekah pro-
claimed himsdlf king and immediately
broke the treaty with Assyriawhich Mena:
hem had made. He no doubt felt safein
doing so because Tiglath-pileser was il
detained el sewhere with matters of imperid

Assyrian carving depicting the capture of a walled city, an archer at right shoots

arrows while protected by a shiled-bearer. In front of them a wheeled battering

ram gouges holes in the city walls. Above the ram are three defenders who have
been impaled.At left, Assyrian infantry storm the walls using scaling ladders.
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responsibility . . . Whatever Pekah's objec-
tive, he was doomed to disappointment for
within six years (by 734) Tiglath-pileser
returned to the west and quickly began to
annex vast areas of Syriaand Palestine,
especidly in Galilee and the Trangordan”
(Merrill, p. 396).

Tiglath-pileser’s invasion

The Biblerecordsthe story of theinva-
son of Tiglath-pileser in 2 Kings 15:29-30:
“Inthe days of Pekah king of Isragl,
Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyriacame and
took ljon. . . Hazor, Gilead, and Gdlilee, dl
theland of Naphtali; and he carried them
captiveto Assyria. Then Hosheathe son of
Elahled aconspiracy againgt Pekah . . . and
killed him; so hereignedin hisplace. . ”

Thehiblical account iscorroboratedin
anAssyrian victory stela, or inscribed, com-
memorative stone (also spelled “ stele’), of
Pulu ( Tiglath-pileser). TheAssyrianking
boasts, “ The House of Omri [Israd]] . . .
al of itsinhabitants and goods, | took to
Assyria They overthrew their king Pekah
and | ingtalled Hosheaastheir king.
| received from them ten talents of gold,
athousand talents of silver astribute and
| deported them to Assyria’ (Archaeological
Bible Commentary, 1984, p. 133).

Thisbegan a15-year period during
which the northern Israglites were forcibly
deported from their homeland to Assyrian
territory. Few would remainin theland
when the Assyrians were through.

Amos, one of the prophets of that time,
reved ed what God would alow to happen

The sad fate of peoples conquered by Assyria is graphically
shown in these carvings. In the panel above, scribes (upper cen-
ter) record the plunder as livestock are driven away. The town’s
surviving inhabitants are carried away in ox-carts to an unknown
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to the northern tribes. “ Thus says the L oro:
‘Asashepherd takes from the mouth of a
lion two legs or apiece of an ear, so shall
the children of Isragl be taken out who
dwell in Samaria ” (Amos 3:12).

The conquest of Samaria

TheAssyrian records again confirm the
biblical account, although they show abias
that is absent in Scripture. We see amarked
contrast between the boisterous claims of
the Assyrian kings—who never admitted
tolosing any battles—and the biblical nar-
rative, whichisfrank and honest about their
kings moral lapsesand sinsand their
resulting defests.

Writing for Biblical Archaeology
Review, ErikaBleibtreu observes: “Accord-
ing to the narrative representation on these
reliefs, the Assyrians never lost abattle.
Indeed, no Assyrian soldier isever shown
wounded or killed. The benevolence of the
godsisaways bestowed on the Assyrian
king and histroops. Likethe official written
records, the scenes and figures are selected
and arranged to record the king's heroic
deeds and to describe him as ‘ bel oved of
thegods " (January-February 1991, p. 57).

What astark contrast with the biblical
account of the defeat and downfall of Isradl,
aso known as Samaria. “Now theking of
Assyriawent throughout all the land, and
went up to Samariaand besieged it for
threeyears. Inthe ninth year of Hoshea, the
king of Assyriatook Samariaand carried
Israel away to Assyria, and placed themin
Halah and by the Habor, the River of

land and uncertain future. Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser boasted
of such onnquests, “All the people and their goods | carried off
to Assyria.” In the panel at right, the battle rages around another
town as its defeated defenders begin the long walk into exile.

Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. For
S0 it wasthat the children of Israel had
sinned againgt the Lorp their God . . . and
they had feared other gods, and had walked
in the statutes of the nationswhom the
Lorb had cast out from before the children
of lsradl .. " (2Kings 17:5-8).

TheAssyrian records aso mention the
conquest of Samariaby King Shalmaneser
V, Tiglath-pileser’s son. But thisking died
unexpectedly during the Siege of Samaria,
and his son, Sargon |1, completed thejob.

In 1843 Paul Emil Bottauncovered the
ruins of Sargon’s paace, whereawall relief
called“The Display Inscription” records
Sargon’svictory over Samaria. Init Sargon
boasted: “At the beginning of my rule, in
my first year of reign, | besieged and con-
quered Samaria. . . | led away into captivity
27,290 peoplewho lived there. . . | caused
othersto take their portion. People of the
lands, prisoners my hand had captured, |
settled there. My officias| placed over
them asgovernors.”

Reasons for Israel’s downfall

The Bible states some of the reasonsfor
the lsraelites removal: They “caused their
sons and daughtersto passthrough thefire,
practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and
sold themselvesto do evil . . . Therefore
the LorD was very angry with Isragl, and
removed them from His sight; there was
none left but the tribe of Judah aone”’
(2Kings17:17-18).

Years|ater, after Judah likewisefell into

Continued on page 31
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Continued from page 9

captivity, God gave through the prophet
Ezekid additiona reasonsfor the destruc-
tion and exile of both nations. “Her priests
haveviolated My law and profaned My
holy things; they have not distinguished
between the holy and unhaly, nor have they
made known the difference between the
unclean and the clean; and they have hidden
their eyesfrom My Sabbeths, sothat | am
profaned among them” (Ezekiel 22:26).

The prophecy comparesthe prieststo
wild beasts. “Her princesin her midst are
like wolvestearing the prey, to shed blood,
to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain.
Her prophets plastered them with untem-
pered mortar, seeing false visions, and
divining liesfor them, saying, ‘ Thus says
the Lord Gop, when the Lorb had not
spoken” (verse 28).

“The people of theland have used
oppressions, committed robbery, and mis-
treated the poor and needy; and they wrong-
fully oppressthe stranger. So | sought for a
man among them who would make awall,
and stand in the gap before Me on behdf of
theland, that | should not destroy it; but |
found no one. Therefore | have poured out
My indignation on them; | have consumed
them with thefire of My wrath; and | have
recompensed their deeds on their own
heads” saysthe Lord Gop” (verses29-31).

Epilogue: Where did Israel go?

What happened to the | sraglites after
they were deported into Assyria? Most
peoplethink the 10 northern tribes of Israel
have disappeared forever. They are often
referred to as“thelost 10 tribes” The schol-
arly consensusisthat these people were
either assmilated by gentile nations or
simply died out dtogether.

But what does God'sWord have to say
about their fate? Through the prophets, God
depictsthem aswandering until Hiswill
and plan could be brought to completion.
The prophet Amos said: “Behald, the eyes
of the Lord Gop are on the sinful kingdom,
and | will destroy it from the face of the
earth; yet | will not utterly destroy the house
of Jacob, saysthe Lorp. For surely | will
command, and will sift the house of Israel
among all nations, asgrainissftedina
Seve, yet not thesmalest grain shdl fall to
the ground” (Amos 9:8-9, emphasis added
throughout).

According to Amos s prophecy, the

descendants of these |sradliteswere fated

to wander among the nations until they
fulfilled their destiny. God would know
exactly wherethey would be found, for they
would not disappear asapeople, and He
promised not to forget them.

God aso prophesied: “ Yet the number of
the children of |srael shall be asthe sand of
the sea, which cannot be measured or num-
bered. And it shall cometo passinthe place
whereit was said to them, * You are not My
people thereit shal be said to them, * You
aresonsof theliving God.’ Then the chil-
dren of Judah and the children of Israel
shall be gathered together, and appoint for
themselves one head; and they shall come
up out of theland. For grest will be the day
of Jezred [ thetime of Chrigt’scoming]!”
(Hosea 1:10-11).

God'splansincludethe“lost 10tribes’
of Isradl aswell as Judah, the descendants of
the southern kingdom of Judah whoinclude
modern-day Jews. After Chrigt returnsto
earth, say many hiblica prophecies, Hewill
gather their descendants and bring them
back to their ancestral homeland.

Isaiah prophesied of asecond exodus of
these peoples from the house of 1srael and
the house of Judah: “And in that day there
shall beaRoot of Jesse [Jesus Christ], who
shall stand asabanner to the people; for the
Gentiles shall seek Him, and Hisresting
place shall beglorious. It shal cometo
passin that day that the Lorp shall set His
hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of Hispeople. . . and will assem-
ble
the outcasts of Isragl and gather together
the dispersed of Judah . . . Therewill bea
highway for the remnant of His people
who will beleft from Assyria, asit wasfor
Israel in the day that he came up from the
land of Egypt” (Isaiah 11:10-16).

Many other Bible prophecies describe
God'splan for these 10 tribes of Isradl. The
United Church of God, an Internationd
Association, is preparing abooklet onthe
modern-day identity of their descendants.

If youwould like to be placed on amailing
list to receive this booklet when it iscom-
pleted, be sure to write to the office in your
country (or the country nearest you) on
page 2 of thisissue. Also, be sureto request
the booklets Isthe Bible True? and How to
Understand the Bible.

Inthe next installment, we will examine
what archaeology tells us about the nation
of Judah, which outlived the kingdom of
Isradl by morethan acentury. Gn



The Early Kings of Judah:
Miraculous Deliverance

by Mario Seiglie

helast two editions of The Good News covered
the history of the kings of Isradl after the northern
10 tribes broke tieswith the kingdom of Judah,
comprised of two tribesin the south. We
now turn to seewhat archaeology has
reveded about the kings of Judah
during thistime.
Around 720 B.C. the Assyri-
ans conquered the northern
tribesof |sradl and expelled
them fromthelr land. But
Judah, |gragl’sSigter nation
inthe south, miraculoudly sur-
vived theAssyrian invasion and
continued for another 130 years.
Although the people of Judah, too,
ould later succumb to invasion—from

A‘i‘;’g’[’gg% f,}’ Vehotam  their ordeal withtheir national identity intect, unlike
[Jotham], king of their kinsmen in the kingdom of |srael. After 70
Judah,” reads the yearsof exilein Babylon, aremnant of Judah
inscription pressed into returned to itsformer land. There descendants of

thisremnant would remain for another 600 years
until the Romansfinaly expelled them. For nearly
2,000 yearsthe Jewswould be dispersed around the
world. Finaly, inthis century, some of their descen-
dantsreturned to the ancient land of Judah. They

this lump of clay, called a
bulla. The clay originally
sealed a papyrus scroll
that is long since
decayed. Ahaz ruled

—

zglegZ%Cﬁn;.cgiug% named their nation | srael, although “ Judeh” would
gerprint, possibly that ~ Nevebeenmore historically accurate.
of the king himself, is Wha has archaeology reveded abo‘v't these .
visible on the left edge  resilient peoplefrom the southern kingdom?We pick
in this magnified up the fascinating story from thetime of Ahaz, who
photograph. began ruling in Judah some 200 years after thetwo
|sraelite kingdomswent their separate ways.
King Ahaz’s clay seal
“In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of
Remadliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah,
began to reign. Ahaz was twenty yearsold when
he became king, and he reigned Sixteen yearsin
Jerusalem; and he did not do what wasright inthe
sight of the Lorp his God, ashisfather David hed
don€’ (2Kings16:1-2).
Ancient Near Eastern kingsand other officids
: e Wiag i : :;E""% 1
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samped their documentswith specid seds. Asa
result archaeologists have been ableto identify the
clay sedsof two of thekings of Judah: Hezekiah and
Ahaz. Thetwo sedsbelonging to Hezekiah are not
well preserved, but the one of King Ahaz of Judahis
in beautiful condition. In 1996 archaeol ogists con-
firmed itsauthenticity. Just as people today use
signauresto validate documents such as checks and
contracts, in ancient times authorities samped their
officid documentswith sealsthat weretypicaly
carved from semiprecious stones. Sometimesthe
sedsweremounted on aring, called asignet.

Themost common materid used for documents
at that time was papyrus. “ Papyrus documents were
closed by rolling them and tying them with astring,”
explains Tsvi Scheider, assgtant librarian at Hebrew
University’s Indtitute of Archaeology. “A lump of wet
clay wasthen placed on the knot and stamped with
thesed . . . After theclay dried, the papyruswas
gored in an archive (see Jeremiah 32:10-14)” (Bibli-
cal Archaeology Review, July-August 1991, p. 27).

Theresulting clay imprint, or bulla, borethe
sed’simpression. Although the papyrus, of organic
meatter, would eventudly disintegrate, the clay bullae
often survived. Since lsrael lay at theintersection of
three great empires—Egypt, Assyriaand Babylon—
it experienced frequent wars. Conquering armies
often burned enemy citiesto the ground. Almost
everything would perish—except for some of the
clay seals, which, when baked in such fires, turned
hard as pottery.

Thousands of years|ater, asthey have conducted
excavationsin such cities, archaeol ogists have some-
times discovered theremains of royd archives. Occar
siondly they even sumbleonto acache of clay sedls
that reved the exact spot where such officia docu-
mentswere originally stored for safekeeping.

Robert Deutsch writes about Ahaz's sedl: “The
king whose sedl isimpressed in thiswell-preserved
piece of reddish-brown clay isKing Ahaz of Judah,
whoruled from732to 716 [B.C] . . . Thislump of
clay, caled abulla, was used to sedl apapyrus docu-
ment. We know this because the back of the bulla
il bearsthe imprint of the texture of the papyrus

Photos: Z. Radovan, Jerusalem (left); courtesy Trustees of the British Museum




... Ontheleft edge of the front of thebulla
isafingerprint that may well bethat of King
Ahaz himsdf! . ..

“The sed containsnot only the name
of theking, but the name of hisfather, King
Yehotam [Jotham]. In addition, Ahaz is
specifically identified as‘king of Judah’ . ...
The Hebrew inscription, which isset on
threelines. . . , trandates, ‘Belonging to
Ahaz (son of) Yehotam, King of Judah' . ..
TheAhaz bullahas been examined by a
number of preeminent scholars. . . All agree
thet the bullaisgenuing’ (Biblical Archaeo-
logical Review, May-June 1998, pp. 54, 56).

Thusthe existence of another biblical
king isverified through archaeol ogy.

Sennacherib captures Lachish

Shortly after thefdl of the northern
Israelite kingdom, the Assyrian king, Sen-
nacherib, descended on Judah. His assaullt
camearound 700 B.C., during thereign of
Ahaz's successor, Hezekiah.

The Bible summarizesthisinvason and
Hezekiah'sreaction. “And in the fourteenth
year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king
of Assyriacame up againg dl thefortified
cities of Judah and took them. Then
Hezekiah king of Judah sent to theking
in Lachish, saying, e
‘| havedone
wrong;

turn away from me; whetever you impose
onmel will pay"” (2Kings18:13-14).
However, even though Hezekiah promised
to pay Sennacherib handsomely if hewould
spare Jerusdem, the Assyrian king decided
to conquer thecity.

We not only have the biblical account
of events, but also Assyrian records that
closdly paralled the Bible version.

A century and ahaf ago archaeologist
Henry Austen Layard discovered the
ancient city of Nineveh and Sennacherib’s
paace. There hefound agraphic depiction
of Sennacherib’sinvasion of Judah carved
in aseries of stone panelsadorning the
pdatia walls.

M oshe Pearlman describesthefind:
“The gemsof Sennacherib's palace for bibli-
cd scholarswereaseriesof thirteen dabsof
wall reliefs depicting Sennacherib seated
upon athrone on ahill-dope beforea
besieged city amidst the landscape of what
was evidently meant to bethe land of Judah.
Thereliefs (which may be seenin theBritish
Museum) are clearly recognizableasa
dramatic thirteen-part story in pictures of
Sennacherib’s campaign in this southern
Israelitekingdom. . . Inapane facing the

Sennacherib’s assault on Lachish is graphically shown in these carvings, discovered

in the ruins of Sennacherib’s palace. It shows Assyrian troops advancing on ramps lead-
ing to the city walls, from which the desperate defenders shoot arrows and hurl stones
and firebrands. At lower right, prisoners leave the city, passing impaled captives. To the
left of the prisoners, an Assyrian siege engine pounds away at a heavily defended tower.
The Assyrian records and carvings and the Bible combine to tell a remarkable story.

king isacuneiform caption: * Sennacherib,
king of the Universe, king of Assyria, sat
upon athroneand passed in review the booty
taken fromthecity of Lachish'” (Digging Up
theBible, 1980, p. 96).

In effect, the biblica narrativeisfrozen
inframesin Sennacherib’swall depicting the
conquest of thecity of Lachish. TheBible
enlarges our view by adding an account of
theletter sent at that time to Sennecherib
from adesperate King Hezekiah. Judah's
king pleaded for forgivenessand offered any
payment to avoid Jerusalem’s destruction.

A careful study of the pandls depicting
thetaking of Lachishincludesgridy details.
“There sitsthe Assyrian monarch,” writes
Pearlman, “richly atired, observing hisarmy
attacking afortified city which isstoutly
defended. His battering ramsare being
pushed up towards the wals over ramps, and
are covered by archers, ding-throwersand
spearmen to keep the defendersat bay. In
onepand prisonersare being impaed by
Assyrian soldiers; in another they arebeing
flayed. Moving out of the city under guardis
along procession of captives, and cartsladen
with booty” (p. 96).

In the 20th century, archaeologists have
excavated Lachish and corroborated the
precison of the biblica and theAssyrian
accounts of the conquest. “ The magnitude
of Layard's discovery was given an added
dimension some eighty yearslater when
excavations unearthed the very stratum of
ancient Lachish that was stormed by Sen-
nacherib’sforces. Arrow-heads and ding-
shotsused by theAssyriansin that bettle
wereamong thefinds, and from theremains
of the shattered city it was possibleto recon-
gruct the plan of its defensive fortifications.
They virtualy matched those depicted in the
reliefs on Sennacherib’spaacewalls. Thus,
Lachishisasuperb example of archaeologi-
cal discovery joining ancient recordsinword
and picture to enrich the background of an
episodeintheBible’ (p. 97).

These exquisitely detailed contemporary
findsfrom Assyria, dong with the excave:
tionsof Lachish, dramaticaly corroborate
each other and confirm the accuracy of the
biblica account.

The Prism of Sennacherib
The archaeological evidence of the




invasion does not end there. Another dis-
covery shedslight on Sennacherib’ssiege
of Jerusalem. In 1919 the Crientd Institute
of the University of Chicago purchased a
15-inch clay cylinder, called the Prism of
Sennacherib or the Taylor Prism. The
artifact testifies of eight of Sennacherib’s
military campaigns. Regarding the third,
the narrator describes Sennacherib’sinva-
sion of Judah and the subsequent siege

of Jerusalem.

Theaccount reeds: “Asto [Judah’sking]
Hezekiah, the Jaw, he did not submit to my
yoke. | laid segetoforty-six of hisstrong
cities, walled forts and to countlesssmall vil-
lagesintheir vicinity, and conquered them
by means of well-stamped earth-ramps, and
battering-rams brought thus near to the
walls, combined with attack by foot soldiers
... [Hezekiah] himsdlf | madeaprisoner in
Jerusalem, hisroyd residence, likeabirdin
acage’ (JamesPritchard, The Ancient Near
Eag, Vol. 1, 1958, pp. 199-201).

Sennacherib boastfully beginshis
description of the Sege. Hislanguage
leads the reader to expect that the Assyrian
monarch captured Jerusalem, just ashe
had taken 46 other strongholds during his
campaign. But the account turns curiougly
quiet. Sennacherib ends the account
bragging about the tribute money paid by
Hezekiah, apoor consolation prize. Sen-
nacherib concludes: “Hezekiah himsdf,
whom the terror-inspiring splendor of my
lordship had overwhelmed, . . . did send
me, later, to Nineveh, my lordly city,
together with talents of gold, . . . talents
of slver. .. anddl kindsof valuable trea-
sures, his (own) daughters. . . In order to
ddliver the tribute and to do obelsance as
adave he sent hismessenger” (p. 201).

What redly happened?Although the
Assyrian records are awvkwardly silent, the
Bible completesthe story: “And it cameto
pass on acertain night that the ange of the
Lorp went out, and killed in the camp of the
Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thou-
sand; and when peoplearose early inthe
morning, there were the corpses—all deed.
So Sennacherib king of Assyriadeparted and
went away, returned home, and remained a
Nineveh” (2Kings19:35-36).

“The one city he sought to subdue, but
failed,” saysPearlman, “was Jerusdlem, the

*
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capital of Judah, where Hezekiah's spirit

of resistance was much strengthened by the
tough advice of the prophet I saiah [see
Isaiah 36-37]. Doubtless he would have
wished the centerpiece of hiswall decora-

The Taylor Prism describes Sennacherib’s
military campaigns, including an inva-
sion of Judah. In its own curious way,
this boastful account of the monarch’s
exploits supports the biblical account of
an astounding miracle.

tionsto have depicted thefal of Jerusadem.
Instead, judging by the prominence given
to Lachish, thismust have been the scene
of thefiercest fighting, and he evidently
regarded its capture against stubborn
defense as his most outstanding victory
inthisland’—instead of Jerusalem, which
escaped (Pritchard, p. 97).

TheAssyrian report describes only the
Segeof Jerusdem. Something incredible
must have occurred for the mighty Assyri-
ans, who had conquered many powerful

empires, to prevent thefal of Jerusdem.

A possible explanation

Sennacherib’s defeet isnot only recorded
inthe Bible; the Greek historian Herodotus
gives an account of Sennacherib’shumilia-
tionin hisHistory. He atributesthe miracu-
lous defeat to mice overrunning the camp
and wregking greet havoc. “An army of
field-mice swarmed over their opponents
inthenight . . . [and] gnawed through their
quiversand their bows, and the handles of
ther shids, so that on the following day
they fled minustheir amsand agreet
number fell” (Book 2:141).

The story about the mice might appeer as
fanciful myth. However, it might bear aker-
ne of truth. Josephus, afirg-century Jewish
historian, also mentions Sennacherib's
defest, explaining thet it was caused by a
plague. Hecitesan earlier historianwho
had written: “Now when Sennacherib was
returning from his Egyptian war to Jeru-
sdem, hefound hisarmy . . . in danger [by
aplague], for God hed sent apestilentid dis-
temper upon hisarmy; and on the very firgt
night of the Siege, ahundred fourscore and
fivethousand, with their captains and gener-
as weredestroyed” (Antiquities of the Jews,
Book X, Chapter |, Section 5).

Some specul ate the mice may have been
carriers of the plague. If so, thiswould not
bethe only such historica example. Mice
contributed to the spread of the black plague
intheMiddleAgesand just aseesily could
have transported this deadly maady into the
Assyrian camp. The Bible statessmply that
the destruction came from God and does not
mention speifics.

Eventhehiblica description of the degth
of Sennacheribisconfirmed by discoveries
inancient Assyrian archives. “Now it came
to pass, as he [ Sennacherib] wasworshiping
inthetemple of Nisroch hisgod, that his
sonsAdrammelech and Sharezer struck him
down with the sword; and they escaped into
theland of Ararat. Then Esarhaddon hisson
reignedinhisplace’ (2 Kings 19:37).

TheAssyrian account of Sennacherib's
degth isthe same. The International San-
dard Bible Encyclopedia explains. “Accord-
ing to Esarhaddon’srecords, hisfather
Sennacherib had named him over hisbroth-
ersas successor. ‘ To gain the kingship they
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dew Sennecherib their father,” forcing
Esarhaddon to hasten back from amilitary
campaign to claim the throne (1983, Vol. 4,
p. 396, “ Sennecherib’). A parale Babylon-
ian account aso mentionsthis assassination.

Thuswe see confirmed even atiny detall
fromthe biblical account.

Hezekiah's Siloam inscription

Another aspect of Sennacherib’'ssiege of
Jerusdemiswell worth noting. Assyrian tac-
ticscalled for surrounding the targeted city,
shuttting the inhabitants off from any outside
source of food and water to Sarvetheminto
submission beforeafina and decisvedirect
attack. While Sennacherib was busy plun-
dering Judah's other cities, Hezekiah began a
desperate building project to provide the city
asecurewater source beforethe Assyrians
could lay Segeto the capitd.

“And when Hezekiah saw that Senna:
cherib had come, and that his purpose was
to makewar againgt Jerusalem, he consulted
with hisleaders and commandersto stop the
water from the springswhich were outside
the city; and they helped him” (2 Chronicles
32:2-3).“. .. Hezekiah aso sopped the
water outlet of Upper Gihon, and brought
thewater by tunndl to thewest Sde of the
City of David” (verse 30).

Long after the Assyrian menace, thistun-
nel lay forgotten and undisturbed for cen-
turies. Then, in 1880, two Arab boyswere
playing near the Pool of Siloamin Jerusdem
when onefdl in. Svimming to the other sde
of the small body of water, he cameunder a

rock overhang. Therein the darknesshe
noticed asmall passageway. After further
investigation by the authorities, thebiblical
tunnel of Hezekiah'stimewas discovered
anew. Inthetunnel they even discovered an
inscription in Hebrew made by the workers
commemorating their amazing engineering
feat during Hezekiah'stime.

It reads: “And thisisthe account of the
breakthrough. While the laborerswere still
working with their picks, each toward the
other, and whiletherewere il three cubits
to be broken through, the voice of each was
heard calling to the other, because there was
a[split, crack or overlgp] intherock to the
south and to the north. And a the moment
of the breakthrough, the laborers struck each
toward the other, pick againgt pick. Then
thewater flowed from the pring to the pool
for 1,200 cubits. And the height of the rock
abovethe heads of thelaborerswas 100
cubits’ (Biblical Archaeology Review, July-
August 1994, p. 37).

The* Siloam Inscription,” asit cameto be
called, residesin the Istanbul Archaeologica
Museum, taken there by Turkish authorities
who ruled Jerusdem a thetime. |sradli
authoritiesclaim it asanationa monument
and desreitsreturnto Jerusdem.

The Bible vs. fables

All these accountslead usto severa
important conclusions.

* They cdl into question clamsof critics
that the Bibleis merely acollection of
myths, fablesand other fiction. Extrabiblica

King Hezekiah's engineers performed a remarkable engineering feat, carving a long
tunnel (right) through the limestone underneath Jerusalem to provide the city a secure
water source in the face of an Assyrian invasion. This inscription records how workers
tunneling from both ends met in the middle, completing the monumental task.

records, likethose from Assyria, consstently
confirm the biblica accounts.

* Thesehiblical narratives could not
have been written centuries after thefact as
many criticsclaim. Theincidental details
preserved in the Bible could have been
known only by the peopleliving during the
events described.

» Findly, aspiritua guiding force must
beinspiring the biblica accounts, for they
aways seem to match what independent
sources describe.

» TheBible narrativeringstrue. Unlike
secular accounts, which exaggerate their
heroes accomplishments, the Bible stands
asabelievable report. It describes both the
strengths and weaknesses of itsleading char-
acters. Itstruths are not exaggerated or dis-
torted asisthe obvious case with records|eft
by scribesand narrators with transparent
nationd interests or personal agendas.

Even if archaeology isanimperfect sci-
enceincgpable of providing dl theanswers,
it continuesto independently verify the
truthfulness of the biblical record.

Inthe next installment, wewill continue
our examingtion of archaeology and the
kingdom of Judah. Gnv




